
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish meeting held on Thursday 27th November 2008 at Grendon Union Chapel, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)     J. Dicks     I. Gillett     K. Maddocks     J. Goyne     

Also present
Mr and Mrs Phillips     Cllr. J. Bierne     M. Brown
Open Forum
The Chair thanked Cllr. Beirne for attending the meeting.
The Mayor of the Borough Council, Cllr. Eileen Higgins would like to plant a tree in the village.  Site to be decided at the next meeting.

Cllr. Beirne explained Borough Councillors have an amount of money to spend in their respective wards, and she would like to spend the full amount in Grendon.  She understands it is £750 and the money must benefit the village.  Cllrs. to decide at the next meeting.

Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. McLester, Warrick, Roberts and Breslin.
58. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th October 2008 were approved and signed as a true record as 17, 18 and 19.
59. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor

Minute no.

Item

None declared
60. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)    .
60.1
Planning issues

The Leader of the Council and Chief Executive of WBC will be attending the Parish Council meeting on 26th February 2009.

The Clerk is compiling a list of Planning Applications made in the parish over the last 5 years, noting observations against decisions.

Cllr. Bei
rne explained that Planning is very tightly controlled, and if the Parish Council has any issues with the planning department it may be useful to invite the officer to a meeting.
61. Allotment

61.1
RESOLVED to increase allotment rent to £15 per plot per annum.
RESOLVED to subsidise work and maintenance of the allotment by up to £400 during 2009/10. 

61.2  
Mr and Mrs Phillips requested permission to remove two trees and erect a shed on

plot 8a.  Cllrs. Gillett and Dicks will identify the trees on the plot before any permission is given.
RESOLVED to allow Mr and Mrs Phillips to erect a 6 x 4 foot shed on plot 8a at Stone Pitts allotments.  The Clerk will notify Mr and Mrs Phillips which trees, if any, they may remove or trim back.

61.3
Mr Bromilow has written to the Clerk to terminate his tenancy of plot 4a.  The Clerk has written to Gary Zboky inquiring whether he wants to continue working both plots or whether plot 4a can be offered to the next person on the waiting list.
62. Parishes Forum
Cllr. Liddle reported on the Parishes Forum held on Wednesday 29th October 2008.
Some Parishes have only just started putting together an Emergency Plan.  It was suggested that the Borough Council put together a form for Parishes to fill in.  Bozeat have prepared a very detailed and extensive plan.
Cllr. Gillett will continue preparing the Emergency Plan for Grendon.
Planning issues were also discussed at the forum.  The Town and County Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2008 came into force on the 14th October dealing with new regulations relating to the general extension to dwellings – heights, widths, distances from road or walls.  The Planning Department is still deciphering the document and believes that some parts of it will only become clear once there have been test cases.

A Conservation Area leaflet is being prepared by Wellingborough Borough Council for their website, which parishioners who live within the Conservation area will be able to download. It will contain specific conditions, such as the removal of trees; the placing of satellite dishes and specific planning regulations for properties which fall within the Conservation area.

63. Sand and Gravel Review

Cllrs. Dicks and Goyne attended the Liaison Group meeting.  Workings have slowed down at Bozeat plant as phase B is complete and phase C is not due to start until Spring 2009  Hansen’s will finish seeding phase A and put soil taken from phase C into phase A.  There will be a site visit in September 2009.

Infilling at Earls Barton should be completed in October 2009.

Ecton Estate – in the current difficult financial climate it is unsure when works will begin.

The Western Extension is still awaiting section 106 agreement covering traffic routing and bridge construction.

After complaints about the footpaths around Bozeat Hansen’s sent out officers to deal with issued the next day.                               
64. Speed Watch update

PC John McQuaid and Beth Caswell will attend the next Parish Council meeting to evaluate results of Speed Watch in the village.
The Clerk has asked the SCT to carry out speed enforcement checks in the village to back up enforcement checks recently carried out by PC McQuaid. 

Grendon Parish Council has received notification from Steve Barber, Casualty Reduction Scheme, that the parish will again be part of the mobile VAS scheme.  Part of phase 4, the VAS will be fitted late spring 2009.  The Clerk requested that the sign monitor speed of traffic coming down the hill.

Although Grendon CE Primary School has looked into parking improvements, it is not possible to change the car park.  Disable access would have to be from Parsons Close, with NCC installing a ramp down to the playground.

65. Community Safety

Monthly crime report – September/October 2008

Theft of motor vehicles - 1

Theft from motor vehicles - 1

All other crimes - 3

YTD number of crimes in Grendon - 18

Grendon YTD crime as % of Northamptonshire North - 0.1%

66. Accounts

66.1
Audit for year ended 31March 2008 has now been completed.  Issue arising from report state that section 1 does not add up by £1, and ask that the Council ensures rounding errors are eliminated in future years. 
66.2
ACRE Membership
RESOLVED to renew £34 annual membership.
66.3
Accounts for payment

Chq. No.
Amount



960

£424.69


Clerks salary & expenses

VAT £2.23

961

£370



Trinity College


Playing field rent

962

£775.50


Park Landscapes


VAT £115.50

963

£20



Royal British Legion

Wreath

964

£158.63


BDO Stoy Hayward LLP

VAT £23.63

965

£26.45


Anglian Water 

67. Planning

67.1 Planning Applications

WP/2008/0498/F – Proposed sanitary and laundry facilities together with siteing of new touring caravans at Grendon Lakes for Bevington Inns Limited. 
 If caravans are to be retained on site then the number travelling through the village will need to be minimised.  Access should be from the bottom of the village, not through the village.  Anything coming down Main Road if frequent is hazardous and difficult for other road users.

Bill Morgan has objected to the application on the grounds that it is suggested caravans can be retained on site or removed and he questions whether another Billing Aquadrome is needed.  He also states it would be unacceptable for caravans to be towed through the village.

WP/2008/0530/F – Proposed 2-storey extension at 11B Church Way for Mr Pinner.  No observations.

WP/2007/0750/OEIA & WP/2008/0150/OEIA – Outline proposal for 3000 dwellings and associated infrastructure.  Further information in support of the two planning applications has been submitted.
67.2 Planning permission

Proposed development: Variation of condition 12 of planning permission WP/06/359C to extend the date by which development should be completed by 12 months to 15th August 2009 at Earls Barton Quarry

WP/2008/0366/F & WP/2008/0367/LB – Proposed conversion of existing cattle byre to provide a home office and garden room.  Proposed double car port and garden store.  Repair and reinstatement of existing natural stone wall which is being damaged by a tree which we propose to remove at Greenfield Farmhouse, 20 Church Way for Mrs Lesia Harrod.

WP/2008/0317/F – Construction of a stone wall 15 metres long and 1.8 metres high. Wall will be of traditional construction and materials to blend in with existing stone wall which is of the stone used all over Grendon at The Laurels, 40 Main Road, Grendon for Mr Clark.

68. Correspondence Received

NCC
Bozeat and Earls Barton Local Liaison Group meeting – Tuesday 25th November 

WBC
New permitted development order for Householder schemes

Re: BT payphones.  BT is seeking to remove payphones.  Parishes can keep the boxes - £500 per year for a serviced one and £1 to acquire one.

The Big Tidy up – no dates - website unavailable 

Information stating invoices are sent to the Payments Processing Unit

Small under spend in Transport and Highways budget.  Clerk submitted proposals from the list of 10 priorities but none were considered.

The Mayor’s Civic Valentine Ball – Saturday 14th February 2009

Hayley Singlehurst

E-mail re: pets are being killed by speeding motorists.  Enquiring what Parish Council is doing to deter speeding in the village, and whether more could be done before a child is injured.

Northamptonshire Police
Policing in your community

Communities and Local Government
Communities in control: Real people, real power:  Code of conduct for local authority members and employees – a consultation.

East Midlands Regional Assembly
East Midlands regional Plan: Partial Review

Margaret Parkes
Requesting branches trimmed over gravestone in closed cemetery.  Clerk has contacted Father David and asked him to look at the tree growing over the graves.

Community Speed Watch
Autumn 2008

Clerks & Councils Direct
November 2008

The Playing Field
Autumn 2008

ACRE
Annual Report and accounts 2007 – 2008

Village Viewpoint
Winter 2008 – Any Parish Plan more than 2 years old can apply for additional funding from the Parish Plan Grant Pot to do a refresh.  Deadline for grant application is Friday 30th January 2009.
69. Items Reported

67.1
Blackmile Lane junction sign missing on Main Road

67.2
30mph roundels at all entrances to village

67.3
Fence on playing field opposite 4 Main Road
Meeting closed:

8.45pm


Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 13th January 2009






Thursday 26th February 2009






Wednesday 25th March 2009
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