
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 8th July 2010
at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)     R. McLester     J. Dicks     J. Goyne     K. Maddocks         N. Roberts     E. Warrick
Also present
3 parishioners
Open Forum
Clerk

The Parish Clerk wrote a letter of resignation to the Chair, finishing after the meeting on Thursday 2nd September.  Vacancy to be advertised through the web-site, school book bags, notice board and NCALC.
Meetings
A parishioner would like the Council to ensure the date, time and location of meetings is correct, as previously a date was changed without notification.  The Clerk apologised for erroneously advertising the wrong day.
Affordable Housing
At the meeting on Thursday 29th April 2010, a parishioner asked the Council about the Affordable Housing questionnaire.  Councillors had answered that they were not sure of its contents.  As the questionnaire had been drawn up before the March meeting, and was then delivered to residents 2 days after the April meeting, the parishioner believed the Councillors present at that meeting to be disingenuous.  She also thought the questionnaire was biased in favour of Affordable Housing.

At the May meeting, lots of concerns were raised by parishioners which in turn have raised questions that the Parish Council will need answers to before discussing the questionnaire.

Cllr. Goyne looked at the development in Orlingbury.  Five of the properties are rented and 1 is shared ownership.  In Little Harrowden seven properties are rented and one is shared ownership.

The process has been slow, but Councillors have carefully gone through each stage to ensure the correct decision is made.   Councillors are available for parishioners to contact them if they have any questions, or would like any information about Affordable Housing.

WP/2010/0105/F – Erection of a single dwelling house at 40a Main Road 
The above planning application had been recommended refusal prior to the Regulatory Committee meeting, and the Council were informed that the application had been withdrawn the day before the meeting.

A parishioner is concerned about the Conservation Officers decisions being subjective, and urged the Council to request site visits to ensure committee members are able to see if the application would enhance the Conservation Area.
Cllrs. explained that Planning Applications are passed around a sub-committee, and any observations or comments are then forwarded to WBC.  The Council requests site visits when it is appropriate, and there has to one if requested by a Parish Council.  WBC is wary of making hasty decisions, as any applicants could challenge the decision and take it to Appeal.  WBC would have to pay costs if their decision is overturned.
14. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Gillett (holiday) and Cllr. Breslin (work).
15. Minutes of meeting held on held on Tuesday 25th May 2010 were approved and signed as a true record as 1, 2, 3 and 4.

16. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 
Councillor


Minute no.

Item Interest 

K. Maddocks

23.3


School Playing Field
R. McLester

23.3


School Playing Field

17. Councillors Responsibilities

Cllr. Gillett agreed to continue as Emergency Officer (now to include the role of Flood Officer), and Cllr. Warrick agreed to continue as Councillor with responsibility for the Assets register
18. Matters arising (for information only)
18.1
Affordable Housing

The Chair wrote a lengthy letter to Joanne Martin, seeking clarification, and asking for information on matters raised at the Annual Meeting on Tuesday 25th May 2010.  Joanne Martin has acknowledged receipt of the e-mail, and will consult with WBC before formally responding.

Cllr. Goyne and Roberts met to prepare questions about the Affordable Housing scheme to be sent to villages with housing developments (Orlingbury, Bozeat and Little Harrowden).
18.2
TF1

Trevor Higgs walked TF1 two weeks ago and the path is clear.  Mr Bowers will be harvesting the crop in the next two weeks.  Trevor has asked him to spray a wider footpath next year.
18.3
Chequers lane

The increased number of Cammack & Wilcox tankers travelling to and from the sewage treatment works at the bottom of Chequers Lane was due to an operational error.  If the sewage had not been tankered away, the sheer volume of effluent would have overflowed into the river.  Everything that needed treating was tankered away in order that clean water could be flushed through into the river.  Normal operational levels of one tanker per week should now have resumed.  

19. Site Specific Proposals Development Plan Document
Cllr. Roberts will scan the village line document, and the Planning Sub-Committee will review and fill in questionnaire.
20. Allotment

20.1  
Allotment issues

Following Gary Zbokys resignation from his allotment plot, the Clerk erroneously let plot 4 to a new tenant.  Last September, Gary Zboky had swapped his plot (4) with Guy Boucher’s plot (2).  The Clerk omitted to record this, and having apologised for the mistake, came to a compromise, organising to have plot 2 rotorvated for Guy Boucher to use this season.  Brian Mead (plot 1) offered a part of his plot to Guy to make plot 2 larger. 
20.2  
Mower

Tenants have requested a replacement mower; shield for the strimmer; and a face shield for use with the strimmer.
Grendon Parish Council currently provides a strimmer and mower and is aware a new mower is needed.  Cllr. Roberts is looking into purchasing a re-conditioned mower.  

Councillors expect tenants to provide their own face shield when using the strimmer, and keep the strimmer maintained.  
20.3  
Allotment Committee

A few of the allotment holders have considered forming an Allotment Committee.  Cllrs. unanimously agreed to the request.  Tenants will need to democratically elect a chair and minute meetings, working with the Councils Allotment Liaison Officer (as soon as one is elected).  The Parish Council will need copies of minutes.
21. Parish Street Lighting

Due to an EU directive, mercury lamps will not be made from next year.  The mercury lamps currently installed in Grendon will shortly become obsolete and the Parish has been highlighted as a priority for the replacement scheme E.On is offering.
The Parish Council has been asked to consider Marlin 1000 LED lanterns that offer up to 70% reduction in carbon and energy consumption; give a better quality of light; and has been designed to fit onto existing columns.  

Lanterns will cost £44.96 per year for a 25 year leasing period.  A new column, connection and lantern would cost £112.56 per year.  Maintenance is currently £15 per unit per year.  

Current maintenance costs were £582.43 for the financial year 2009/10.  Councillors agreed to invite a representative from E.On to the next meeting to discuss costs and replacement strategies.
22. Community Safety
22.1
Speed Enforcement

During the recent Community Speed Watch project, 19 checks were carried out and 17 letters sent of which 2 were local residents.

PC McQuaid carried out a speed enforcement check on 7th June and caught five speeders.

22.2  
Community panel meeting

The next meeting will be Thursday 7th October 2010 at 7.30pm at Wollaston Village Hall. 
22.3  
Monthly Crime Report – May/June 2010

2 Criminal damage – Church Way and Main Road (lock of mane cut off a horse)
3 drug offences – 2 possession of Class C at Grendon Lakes (Detected) and 1 possession of a controlled drug.
1 theft of motor vehicle – Easton Way

1 theft from motor vehicle – Main Road

No of crimes to date – 11

23. Accounts
23.1 Audit of Accounts 2009/10

Following the Audit of Accounts 2009/10, the following points were made:-
23.1.1
Section 137 payments
When the Council makes payments under the Section137, the item should be asterisked and the following paragraph should be included at the end of the list of payments ‘* Where payment is made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council is satisfied that the benefit is commensurate with the amount’ to show legislation has been complied with.

23.1.2 Review of Internal Controls and Effectiveness of internal Audit
The Auditor noted that the Council carried out an Annual Review and suggested documentation from BDO should be completed following such review.  The Council should also complete terms of reference for internal controls.  

23.1.3
Budgetary Review
The External Auditor now expects budgetary reports to be produced to members on a regular basis so that Members are aware of the current spending levels.

Cllrs. resolved to do quarterly Budgetary Review. 

23.1.4 Reviews of Risk Assessments, Standing Orders and Financial

Regulations

The annual review of Risk Assessments and insurance arrangements, Standing Orders and Financial Regulations should be carried out early in the financial year and minuted. 
Cllrs. resolved that the Finance committee should meet before the end of the calendar year to review Financial Regulations and Risk Assessment.
23.2 Empowering Councillors Grant

The Clerk has completed an application form for a grant for £2000 towards a mobile VAS camera from County Councillor George Blackwell.

23.3 School Playing Field Rent

Council resolved to increase Grendon CE Primary school rent for Playing Field to £150 per annum in line with Savills increase to £400 per annum.
23.4 Income

£165

Allotment rent 

23.5
Accounts for payment
The accounts for payment as listed hereunder:
Chq. No.
Amount


1042

£150



Wollaston CFR*

1043

£213.85


Park Landscapes



£31.85VAT

1044

£1102.12


AON Insurance



1045

£80.00



Grendon PCC 

1046

£28.18



Anglian Water

1047

£357.30


Clerks Salary & expenses

£5.80VAT

1048

£1028.12


Park Landscapes



£153.12VAT

1049

£164.19


E.On






£24.45VAT

1050

£160



Simon Stokes






1051

£368.32


Clerks salary & expenses

* When payment is made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council is satisfied that the benefit is commensurate with the amount.
24. Planning Applications

WP/2010/0105/F – Erection of a single dwelling house at 40a Main Road for Mr and Mrs T Vincent.  Amended plans.  Application has been withdrawn.

WP/2009/0189/OEIA – Outline application for 226 dwellings and associated infrastructure.  In accordance with the provisions in the Town and Country Planning Regulations 1999, an environmental impact assessment has been submitted with the application on land north of Niort Way, Wellingborough for the Trustees of Jane Wright and others.

Decisions

WP/2010/0080/F – Formation of 2 new dormer windows on the north elevation of 5 Manor Road for Mr G Law.
25. Correspondence Received
WBC
Site Specific Proposals Development Plan Document.  The Borough Council is preparing document to help guide future planning of the area.  It will replace the Local plan and supplement the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy.  Council to complete questionnaire by 30th July 2010.


Wellingborough Building Control Information and Update Session for Councillors – 17th August, 6.00 – 8.00pm in the Council Chamber, Swanspool House.

NCC
Temporary revocation of weight limit – Grendon Road.  Atkins has requested this for access for construction traffic to Grendon sub-station.  The order will commence on 28th June 2010 and will be unrestricted for 18 months.


Changes to reuse shops from 21st June 2010.  Most items in good condition   and safe to use can be taken to a reuse shop.

Clerks & Councils Direct
July 2010

Project Reduce
Aim to find a long-term solution to the problem ‘black bag’ waste.

NALC
Local Council Policies and Documents.  Northants CALC has been working on drawing up a comprehensive list of documents and policies, including an indication of whether they are required by law or are best practice, and whether or not model documents are available.

Northants CALC Photo competition.  Photograph should reflect the Council’s identity or purpose and must be submitted by 10th September 2010.

FIT
The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge.  The project aims to protect a network of 2012 Queen Elizabeth II Fields in communities across the country as a permanent and lasting legacy to The Diamond Jubilee and the 2012 Olympics.

E-mail from parishioner asking why parishioners were not informed in advance of the incorrect day advertised for the AGM.  She was also concerned that when told at the April meeting that the Councillors present were unsure of the wording of the Affordable Housing questionnaire, the questionnaire was delivered two days later and believes the response at the April meeting was disingenuous.  Clerk has responded to e-mail.
Meeting closed:


9.10pm

Date of next meeting:

Thursday 2nd September 2010
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