
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish meeting held on Tuesday 15th January 2008 at Grendon Union Chapel, Main Road, Grendon.
Open Forum
Mr Dunkley, speaking on behalf of himself and Mr Skinner, came to the meeting to discuss the amount of rubbish along Station Road, and fly tipping around the area.  They have themselves been out to pick up litter along Station Road, 
Mr Dunkley also has concerns about the path along Station Road, which has become overgrown.  His children, and others, used to walk along the pavement to catch the school bus.  Now when out walking, pedestrians have to walk in the road.  It is very dangerous with the amount of speeding traffic and lorries driving up and down the road.

Mr Skinner and Mr Dunkley request the Parish Council approach the County Council to keep the roads clear of rubbish and litter.
Chair to write to the County Council regarding the problem, copying in our Borough and County Council representatives.  Mr Dunkley will be sent copies of responses.
111. Present  
 
M. Liddle (Chair)     R. McLester     J. Dicks     I. Gillett     N. Roberts     E, Warrick     R. Breslin     K. Maddocks

112. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from J. Goyne (in hospital), and accepted.

113. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest

Councillor





Minute no.

Item
R. McLester





115.4


Entrance gateways

N. Roberts/I. Gillett/M. Liddle/J. Dicks

116.3


Grendon Twinning grant

I. Gillett/E. Warrick




116.3


Age Concern grant
114. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th November were approved and signed as
a true record as 22, 23 24 and 25.
115. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
115.1
Allotments
New meter was supposed to be installed by 22.12.07.  Clerk waiting for Anglian Water to give new date for installation.

Mike Huntley, John Barwick and Bev Gugic have terminated their allotment tenancy.
115.2 White lines
Broken white lines mark the middle of the road. When this line becomes longer, and the gaps get smaller, this means that there is a hazard close ahead.  Clerk presented copy of centre marking legislation (SI 3113 – Traffic signs regulations and general directions 2002).  Parish Council to write to County Council reporting the state of the white lines in Grendon, and include photographs of road markings.
Clerk to pass contact details of Head of Sustainable Transport, Northamptonshire County Council to Cllr. Dicks
115.3 Affordable Housing

Clerk has spoken to Natalie Westland and invited her to a Parish Council meeting.  Cllrs. suggest inviting her to the Parish Assembly.  Clerk to confirm date to Natalie Westland.
115.4 Entrance gateways

Council has received money from the Empowering Councillors scheme.

Chair and Cllr. McLester met with two officers from NCC Highways to advise on gateways.  They looked at all four entrances as if sitting in a car.  Due to increased traffic from the proposed farm development near Blackmile lane, and where the verge is narrow on Station Road, the gateways will need to be on just one side of the road.  
To maintain uniformity all entrance gateways would be on one side. The officer explained the gateway would still be effective on one side of the road.  

Cllr. McLester to re-draw and re-cost gateways plans for the next meeting.

The Highways Officer suggested the 30mph sign at Blackmile entrance to village should be moved further out of village, contradicting letter from NCC in response to request from Parish Council.
115.5 Registering of land as town or village green
Cllr. Roberts to copy form and send it to Emma Stead, Savills.  

Cllrs. discussed the issue of the unadopted land at Yardley Road.  Cllr. Dicks to look through pre-2003 minutes for past issues at Yardley Road.  Cllr. Liddle to write to Cllr. Higgins, Colin Hodson and Gina Adams with information about Yardley Road.
115.6 Dog Control Orders
The signs are A5 aluminium fixed on banding or as appropriate.  Clerk has samples of signs.  Cllrs. recommend three ‘no dogs in play area signs on the playing field, and self-adhesive ‘dogs on leads’ signs for the footpath to the cricket field.  Clerk to contact
115.7 Hardwater Road

Although there is an increase in traffic, it is unlikely a mini-roundabout can be installed.  The junction is low priority as there are no reported accidents, and the road is not wide enough.  Clerk has requested to have the road markings re-painted at the priority bridge.
115.8 WP/2007/0759/F – Erection of timber chalet for equestrian workers on land at

Top Lodge Farm
Residents near the proposed chalet objected on inaccuracies with the application.  Cllr. Liddle to write to residents explaining the Parish Council had no planning grounds to object on.
116. Community Safety

Monthly crime report – November 2007

1 theft of motor vehicles

3 thefts from motor vehicles

1 other crime
YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 26

Grendon YTD crime as % of Northamptonshire North – 0.1%

Residents have commented favourably on seeing PCSO Mike Bowes frequently walking around the village.  Chair to write to the Chief Constable praising PCSO Bowes.
117. Accounts
Income
£750

NCC - Empowering Councillors 
Payments
Chq. No.
Amount



919 

£279.98
Clerks salary & expenses

920

£353.65
e-on






VAT £52.67

921

£42.99
McAfee Security Centre subscription

116.1
Cllr. Dicks has checked bank statements against the income and expenditure book,

and checked Clerks expenses book.
116.2 2008/09 Budget 
A 3% inflation allowance was added to most regular expenditure costs, except electricity as the Parish Council has been notified of a significant increase in price, and insurance.  The Clerks salary has increased due to an increase in hours, effective from August 2007.
Regular expenditure is estimated at £9,917.  Added to this is an allowance of £700 for S137 applications, and £1,500 towards the entrance gateways.Following discussion, Cllrs. resolved to increase the precept at £12,000 in order to cover costs.  Any issues identified during the financial year that require expenditure would be paid for out of current reserves.
Grendon Parish Council does precept upon Borough Council of Wellingborough in the sum of £12,000.

116.3
S137 grants

Grant applications were received from the following village groups, and the Council resolved to pay donations in April 2008.
Grendon Union Chapel

£150


Grendon Age Concern

£150

Grendon Twinning Association 
£150

Cllrs. expressed thanks to Cllr. Goyne for preparing the accounts and a simple summary and for his work as RFO through the year.
118. Planning

Applications:-
Appeals by Mr Worboys at 23 Church Way, Grendon.  The Parish Council opposed the application.  Cllrs. thanked Cllr. Maddocks for all the work he has done regarding this application.
WP/2007/0750/OEIA – Outline proposal for 3000 dwellings, retail and commercial facilities, schools, neighbourhood centre, open space and parkland, associated facilities and infrastructure, telecommunications, and diversion of existing utilities, and a reserve corridor for the Isham-Wellingborough corridor on land off the A509 Niort Way and A510 Northen Way and south east of Great Harrowden.  No observations. 
Town Centre Action plan – preferred options.  Consultation period runs from 21st January to 29th February 2008.  Contact WBC for a Council Officer to attend the Parish Council meeting to discuss issues.

Decisions

Permission:- 
WP/2007/0628/F – Timber smoking shelter at The Half Moon Inn, Main Road for Charles Wells Pub Company.

119. Correspondence Received

NCC
Timetable leaflets


Empowering Councillors and communities scheme – Cllr. Blackwell will need evidence that the scheme has been implemented.  The scheme, subject to final decisions on the budget, will continue in the next financial year.  Chair to write a letter of thanks to Cllr. Blackwell.



Draft budget 2008/09 consultation.  Comments by 13th February 2008

WBC

Holocaust Memorial Day – 27th January.  Holocaust Memorial activities throughout January, including Anne Frank exhibition at Wellingborough Museum


Town Centre Action Plan – preferred options stage.

ACRE

Mapping the provision of services for children and young people in the Wellingborough area

NALC
Internal Audit for the year ending 31 March 2008.  Allocated auditor is David Linnell

Clerks & Councils Direct

January 2008

Bee Bee Developments Ltd.
Working together – a summary of the business plan for North Northamptonshire.


Government Office for the East Midlands
Publication of Draft East Midlands Plan Panel Report


120. Items reported
Street light on The Knoll (no. 36)

Broken kerb stones on Chequers Lane

Street light on Sharplands (no.23)

Broken door on Blackmile Lane notice board

Street light on main Road (no. 11)

Road markings on priority bridge on Hardwater Road

121. Councillors Comments
121.1 There have been complaints of increased numbers of lorries driving through village.  Cllr. Liddle explained the Council could only report gravel lorries.  Hansson require the registration number and time of the lorry to be recorded and passed to the Parish Council
121.2 Drivers have reported the hedge outside Anne and Richard Williams house on the corner of Manor Road and Station Road is growing on to the road and requires trimming.

121.3 There is a large pothole on manor Road at the junction with The Knoll.

121.4 Potholes on Blackmile Lane are very dangerous for vehicles and for children cycling down the road.

121.5 Water is leaking from 36 Main Road.  Anglian Water has been out to assess the leak, reporting it as a spring.  The residents are very concerned the water will freeze and be dangerous to pedestrians and vehicles.  

121.6 Sand and Gravel reporting of mud/bad road condition at Earls Barton bends.  Cllr. Goyne suggested that the Council publish a contact telephone number for the public the problem.  The Parish Council will then monitor the problem, and if necessary report to NCC who can get the plant closed down until conditions are better.   
Cllr. Dicks will put a notice in an autumn Parish Magazine with contact details for parishioners to notify the Parish Council of mud on the road.

121.7 Cllrs. resolved to hold Parish Council meetings every six weeks, with the option to call an extra meeting if necessary.

Meeting closed:

9.15pm



Date of next meeting
Thursday 28th February 2008





Tuesday 22nd April 2008 – Parish Assembly, Grendon Village Hall





Wednesday 21st May 2008 - AGM





Tuesday 24th June 2008





Wednesday 23rd July 2008
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