Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of Grendon Parish meeting held on Wednesday 7th March 2007 at Grendon Union Chapel.
1. Present
M. Liddle (Chair)
R. McLester
I. Gillett

N. Marshman



J. Goyne

N. Roberts
5 electors
Open Forum
7.00 – 7.15pm

Two electors discussed parking issues on Church Way resulting from the Crown development.  They explained that as five of the flats have two cars each, some cars needed to be parked outside the development, stating that there is room for four cars to park on the ‘triangle’ if all cars were parked carefully and courteously. 
One elector felt the letter received from the Parish Council had not been a good welcome to the village.  Chair to talk to residents in Church Way to try to solve the problem of parking in Church Way.
Traffic Calming Measures

Mr Andrew Leighton from Sustainable Transport, Northamptonshire County Council came to address the Council about traffic calming measures.  He had previously walked around the village with the Clerk and identified three areas where these measures would help.

Funding for traffic calming measures is prioritised to areas where at least four people have been killed or seriously injured in the last three years. 

Northamptonshire County Council are no longer encouraging use of permanent flashing speed signs, as overuse has shown they become ineffective unless coupled with a safety camera.  The County Council has recently invested in temporary mobile speed signs for use in Parishes from April/May. 

Each Parish will have the use of two signs for a four weeks period, with speed surveys carried out before and after use.  The signs will flash up, and record the speed of passing traffic.  Police cameras will come out to the village if recorded speed is consistently higher than the speed limit.  Grendon is being considered for use of the temporary signs.

A survey for Easton Way has been organised, parish poster boards will be ordered to coincide with the use of the mobile speed signs, and the village has been selected to join the Community Speedwatch project for 2007.

Mr Leighton discussed a ‘priority’ calming measure in Grendon, but this would cost £30,000 for the three sites, and Grendon is very low down on the waiting list.  There is no money available in this year’s budget, but he suggested recommending Grendon for additional road signs, markings and roundels, school ‘keep clear’ signs and to have coloured gateways and road markings at the entrances to the village.  The gateways would cost approximately £1500, and the Parish Council agreed to contribute to this. 

2. Apologies for absence
R. Breslin
J. Dicks

K. Maddocks
3. Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd January were approved and signed as a true record as 18, 19 and 20.
4. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
Playing Field –The damaged Burma Bridge has been removed and the replacement ordered.

Allotment – BTCV started work on the allotment hedges on 27th February 2007.  They have begun clearing the elder and will erect a post and wire fence before planting new hedgerow whips.  The clerk has taken photos to put on website.
Crown Parking - Letters written to residents of the Crown development, Manor Road residents, and Church Way residents, Highways, WBC and Alan Bailey about traffic problems, requesting residents park their cars considerately.  Letters have been received from Crown residents and Mike Kilpin.  Chair responded to Mike Kilpin.
Clerk wrote a notice for inclusion on the Parish Magazine and schoolbook bags, asking drivers to be mindful about parking, and explaining parking on pavements is illegal.
Trees near Grendon Hall – Clerk wrote to Rob Payne, Arboriculture Officer at Northamptonshire County Council, highlighting the mess left and poor workmanship after trees near Grendon Hall were trimmed. 
Elections - Elections for the Parish Council will take place on Thursday 3rd May 2007.  The Notice of Election will go up on 27th March 2007.  After that date, nomination forms will be available from Wellingborough Borough Council.

5. Members Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda
None declared
6. Dog Control Orders

WBC has distributed a preliminary consultation on the implementation of Dog Control Orders in the Borough.  The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 allows the Council to make official Orders requiring dog owners to clear up dog fouling, keep dogs on leads and to exclude dogs from certain areas, such as children's playgrounds.  Cllrs. agreed that alongside the new cemetery and school playing field, the cricket pitch and football playing field should have specific orders excluding dogs.
7. Grendon Hall

There is likely to be a new management structure for the current centres, Grendon Hall and Fletton Hall.
The management have increased prices, and bookings for the Hall have increased.  A new conference suite is now available at Grendon Hall, with a lovely lounge area, meeting room, kitchen, garden and private parking facility.  The Hall is licensed for marriages and civil partnerships, and the Northamptonshire Duke of Edinburgh Award is based at Grendon Hall.

8. Parish Assembly
Cllrs discussed the format for the Parish Assembly, Tuesday 3rd April 2007 in Grendon Village Hall, and agreed to keep the meeting low key, with an open forum starting at 8.00pm, following a full Council meeting starting at 7.00pm.
All Councillors will prepare and present an Annual Report covering progress in their responsible areas over the last year.  A written Annual Report will then be delivered to all households in the village. 

9. Emergency Plan

Northamptonshire County Council Emergency Planning Team, with support from NALC, is launching a model Parish Emergency Plan toolkit. 
Cllr. Gillett will undertake updating the Emergency Plan, and will contact NCC to request a model Emergency Plan toolkit. 
10. Code of Conduct Consultation

The Government has published a consultation paper seeking views on draft proposals for a new Model Code of Conduct for local authority members.  The Governments intention is to put in place a clearer, simpler and more proportionate code of conduct.  
Cllrs agreed with proposed changes.  The Clerk strongly recommended Councillors attend a ‘Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest’ training, planned by NALC for September. 

The Clerk and Chair also completed a consultation questionnaire for the Standards Board.

11. Public benches
The Clerk presented a choice of public benches for consideration to Cllrs, to replace the bench on Yardley Road, opposite the allotment.  Cllrs agreed on the Eastgate seat (£379 + VAT) from Broxap.  Cllr. McLester to order new bench for Yardley Road.
Following an inspection by Wicksteed Leisure, the bench on the playing field was raised as an issue.  Cllrs. agreed to arrange to have it re-positioned.  Cllr. McLester to arrange.

12. Parish Plan

Approximately 56 residents turned out to the two Parish Plan meetings held on 21st February and 6th march.  The Parish Plan Committee is currently analysing questionnaires given out at the meetings asking volunteers to help with sub-groups.
The Parish Plan will be finalised and issued in April, and sub-groups will be formed to move forward issues raised from the Village questionnaire.  Once complete, the Plan will be presented to Borough and County Councillors, and the local MP.  

Highlighted issues from the questionnaire include traffic and parking, which the Parish Council as a statutory instrument, is aware of, and will continue to act upon.
13. Allotments

Clerk has requested a quote for a wooden gate at the main entrance, and a new gate along Easton Way, and service level agreement to maintain hedges and coppiced trees.

All plots are now taken and there is a waiting list.  Stuart Wootton, plot 1, has asked if he can put raised beds on his plot to grow grapes.  Cllrs. agreed.
Tenants asked if the mower and strimmer, stored at Martin Howells could be stored in a shed on the allotment, or moved nearer to the allotment.  Cllrs. agreed tenants could find somewhere closer to the allotment to safely store the equipment, but not to put a shed on the allotment to store the equipment.
Clerk requested quotes for 6-yard skips from Ashby Skips (£150 hire for 1 week), Speedy Skips (£140 +VAT hire for up to 1 week) and A1 Mini skips (£150 hire till finished with) before  contacting Cllrs. Liddle, Gillett, Roberts and Goyne to get permission to go ahead and book.  Clerk hired a 6-yard skip (£150) from A1 mini-skips for tenants to dispose of rubbish on allotment. 
Ms Singlehurst has raised an issue about BTCV burning waste on her plot.  Clerk spoke to BTCV and they will bag up and remove all the ash and double dig the area when finished.

Clerk has organised a Conservation day for villagers and BTCV to come and work on the hedge on Sunday 25th March, 10.00am – 2.00pm
14. Community Safety

Monthly crime report – January 2007

Three other crimes. 
Crime in Grendon as % of Northamptonshire – 0.1%

There have been a number of distraction burglaries in Northamptonshire with burglars claiming to have run over a cat/dog outside and are requesting a bag to put it in. 

Community Speedwatch
Northamptonshire Police responded to 185 vehicles recorded by the Community Speedwatch project in Grendon from 31st September to 3rd November 2006. 
15.  Accounts
Payments

Chq. No.
Amount



854 

£353.09
Powergen


VAT £52.59


855 £10

Grendon Union Chapel
856 £196.74

Clerks salary and expenses

857 £12

Grendon Village Hall

Meeting on 18.01.07
858 £64.65

ABB
859 VOID
860 £25

NPFA 
 


Membership 2007/08
861 £120

NALC 



Membership 2007/08

862 £126

NALC



Internal audit service
863 £370

Trinity College Cambridge
Playing Field rent

864 £197.71

Clerks salary and expenses
VAT £0.54
865 £10

Grendon Union Chapel

Meeting on 7.03.07

Receipts

£40

Allotment rent
16. Planning
Clerk and Chair attended a Planning training on 6th February, organised by NALC.  Grendon Parish Council have a reasonable understanding of Planning policy and responses to applications, but planning officers stated it would help if parishes gave reasons for not objecting to applications.
Applications:-
WP/2007/0026/F and 0060/LB – Construction of new all glazed conservatory to north facing wall at 40a Main Road for Mr Vincent.  No objections – the proposed conservatory does not appear to overlook or cause privacy problems.
WP/2007/0021/LB – Proposed loft conversion and alterations to Old Farmhouse at Old Farmhouse, 1Blackmile Lane for Mr and Mrs Denton.  No objections – the plans do not appear to affect the street scene.
WP/2007/0102/F – Single storey kitchen extension.  En-suite to attic storey.  Alterations to ground floor at 18 Church Way for Mr and Mrs Bamford.  No objections – the plans would not appear to have an adverse effect on the frontage and views from Church Way.

Decisions
Permission:-

WP/2006/0647/F and 0648/LB – Proposed conservatory and internal cloakroom at 27 Chequers Lane for Mr Tilley.

WP/2006/0676/F – Single storey extension to existing garage building at 8 Blackmile Lane for Mr Blacklee.
17. Correspondence Received
WBC
Housing strategy 2005 -08 summary.  Cllr. Roberts to consult.
Town centre action plan issues and options consultation and local development framework database.  Responses by 2nd April 2007.

Your home, your future newsletter regarding information about the housing transfer to Wellingborough Homes.

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act, 2005 – Dog control orders.  Preliminary consultation. Responses by 26th March 2007. 
NPFA
Membership 2007/08 


Review of 2006


Communities and Local Government
Consultation on amendments to the Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members.  Enclosed copy of Model Code of Conduct – Personal Interests.  Responses by 9th March 2007

NALC
Funding Information Event – 20th March 2007



The Playing Field, Winter 2006/07



Internal Audit Service – notice to rejoin scheme



Membership 2007/08


Update January 2007



The Emergency Planning Perspective – 13th March 2007



Review of the Quality Town and Parish Council Scheme



Legal Topic Note – Local Council Elections in England and Wales

Legal Briefing – Draft Freedom of Information & Data protection (appropriate limit and fees) Regulations 2007 – Consultation

Training Programme 2007 – Code of Conduct and Declarations of Interest, September. 
Clerks and Councils Direct, March 2007

Village Viewpoint, Spring 2007 
Sutcliffe Play – Playback, Spring 2007 newsletter

2 letters from Crown residents re: parking problems

Letter from Mike Kilpin clarifying it was Inspectors decision to increase number of flats at Crown development.

Thank you letter from Pastor Smith in response to Parish Council grant.

18. Items reported

Pothole repair on Station Road at Castle Ashby turn. (28.01.07)

Flooded ditch by Playing Field on Yardley Road (12.02.07)

Resurface road at top of Station Road. (12.02.07)

Queried Blackmile Lane road repairs – still on waiting list. (12.02.07)
19. Councillors Comments
Clerk has again contacted Royal Mail about the Blackmile Lane post-box (21.02.07).  They were awaiting utilities to locate underground services but the box has since been installed.
Chair suggested the Council prepare a perpetual calendar.  Cllrs. agreed.

Chair has received a Climate Change Toolkit from Wellingborough partnership and suggests it should be passed to the Village plan committee.

Cllr. Goyne asked Clerk to chase pothole repair on Easton Way, near the bridge.

A resident has written to, and spoken to Councillors about a safety issue concerning damaged fence panels on Sharplands.  The resident has contacted WBC and the homeowner of the gardens whose panels are damaged.    WBC has offered to replace a panel with a chain link fence, and at the meeting, the homeowner offered to repair the damaged panel at the bottom of his garden.  Although not a Parish Council matter, Cllr. Roberts will respond to the letter.
Meeting closed:

9.35pm

Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 3rd April 2007, Grendon Village Hall:- 



Full Council Meeting, 7.00pm

Annual Parish Assembly, 8.00pm

Parish Clerk





            

      
 
