
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish meeting held on Thursday 28th February 2008 at Grendon Union Chapel, Main Road, Grendon.

Open Forum
Bill Morgan spoke about the footpath at the end of Blackmile lane, enquiring how NCC enforces the closure order.  Clerk to ring NCC. 

He also enquired about the Parish Plan, getting the groups together to prioritise issues.  It was explained that the Parish Council is not responsible for the Parish Plan.  

Mr Morgan is concerned about the lack of a shop in the village and was disappointed to hear that the brewery is withdrawing funding for the shop in the barn, asking the Parish Council to write to Charles Welles to ascertain their position with the shop.  Cllr. Goyne explained actions from the Parish Plan had been given out to groups, and the shop group have taken a back seat since the landlord began planning for a shop at the pub.  The Parish Council had been involved when the landlord was applying to Pub is the Hub for a grant.
Mr and Mrs Chick and Mr O’Neill explained they have issues regarding the timber equestrian chalet.  They were not notified of the planning application, and feel strongly if given permission it will lead to more buildings. The plans state the current buildings are for equestrian use, but only agricultural use was granted in the 2003 plans.  They are concerned the height of the house will stand well over the level of the hedge and will be clearly visible.  The Parish Council will contact WBC and object to the plans, asking for a site visit to highlight the issues.
PC Littleton presented crime figures in Grendon for January

122. Present  
 
M. Liddle (Chair)     J. Goyne     R. McLester     I. Gillett     E. Warrick     N. Roberts   

R. Breslin

Also present
1 elector, PC Littleton, Mary Brown (Evening Telegraph)


123. To accept apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from J. Dicks (personal) and K. Maddocks (personal) and accepted.

124. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest

Councillor

Minute no.

Item
J. Goyne

131


WP/2008/0044/F
R. McLester

127.3


Entrance gateways



131


WP/2008/0060/OEIA

M. Liddle

131


WP/2008/0063/F

125. Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 15th January 2008 were approved and signed as a true record as 26, 27, 28 and 29.
126. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
126.1
Litter and overgrown path on Station Road

Chair wrote to WBC regarding the litter, and NCC regarding the overgrown footpath.  Cllrs. Higgins, Bailey and Blackwell were copied in.  WBC has replied with intention to clear litter.  NCC passed information about footpath to Atkins.
126.2
Allotments

New meter fitted on 7th January 2007.  Clerk to take two meter readings a week apart for Anglian Water to work out usage and re-do water bill.


Mike Huntley has removed the railway sleepers from plot 9. 

Mrs Gaynor Catenach has been offered and accepted plot 9, and Stuart Wooton has terminated his allotment tenancy.  There are four plots currently available, including the previously thought unworkable plot 1, and the two plots at the back of the allotment.

126.3
Affordable Housing
Natalie Westland will attend the Parish Assembly.

126.4
Yardley Road

Chair replied to Colin Hodson and Gina Adams, and copied in Eileen Higgins.  Cllr. Dicks checked back through Parish Council minutes.  Wellingborough Council reported on the 9th April 2001 that the area in front of the houses had never been adopted.  The home owners are responsible for the costs of the maintenance.  

The Borough Councils legal officer advised that there is a covenant giving owner/occupiers the right to use the hard standing for access and the parking of motor vehicles.

Borough Cllr. Eileen Higgins is investigating the possibility of repairs.
126.5 Dog Control Orders 

3 dog exclusion signs for the playing field have been ordered. The Borough Council cannot put signs on the footpath to the cricket field as the ‘Dogs on leads’ orders only applies to footpaths maintained by the local authority, not public footpaths
across private land.  
126.6 Planning – timber chalet
Chair responded to Mrs and Mrs Chick, and Mr and Mrs O’Neil explaining the Parish Council had no planning grounds to object to the planning application.  The Clerk received a letter from Wilbraham Associates Ltd responding to comments from the neighbours.

126.7 Community Safety
Chair wrote to the Chief Constable praising the work of PC Littleton and PCSO Bowes

126.8 Town Centre Action plan

An officer from WBC was invited to the meeting to discuss the preferred options, but did not attend the meeting.

The Borough Council are planning to regenerate the centre of Wellingborough, making it look like a market town, with better retail facilities, move the library and improve pedestrian facilities.

126.9 Empowering Councillors Scheme

Chair has written a letter of thanks to Councillor George Blackwell for the grant towards the entrance gateways.

Councils can apply for a grant in the next financial year.

There will also be a Borough Councillor Empowering scheme, with Borough Councillors receiving £800 to spend in their ward.  Cllrs. suggested applying for money towards a replacement salt bin, new bench or playing field equipment.

126.10 Grendon Sapphires Football pavilion

Eileen Wilmin asked if the Parish Council would submit a new planning application for the pavilion on behalf of the Sapphires.  Cllrs. considered the proposed plans and decided the Council should not act as agent for these plans.

There are issues about the plans, most of which are caused by them being incomplete.  The Parish Council would need to consider the views of the immediate neighbours.

It was suggested the Sapphires come back to the Council with the completed planning documents when they have been prepared, so that the Council could support the planning application when the time is right.

127. Community Safety

PC Littleton and PCSO Bowes recently responded to a parking issue on Parsons Close.  This follows the recent problem of cars dangerously parking on the Manor Road bend at The Crown development.

Monthly crime report – January 2007

1 burglary at the school - 2 people have been arrested and are in custody.
1 burglary at Sweetacre - This was one in a series of 3, the other 2 burglaries were in Bozeat, happening while the residents were at home.  The team is thought to be from the Leicester area.  Similar burglaries were reported the following night in Market Harborough.

The Police have been investigating parking at the Crown, but the red car has been parked further along Manor Road away from the corner.

1 other crime

YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 32

Grendon YTD crime as % of Northamptonshire North – 0.1%

128. Parish Plan
The Parish Council received an e-mail from Atkins Global, working on a project entitled “Safer, Cleaner and Greener”.  Atkins had inspected the Parish Plan, and was requesting an update on the status to identify whether issues raised had been implemented, were ongoing or no progress/funds. 

After considering the points raised in the e-mail, Grendon Parish Council decided to seek additional funding of £1,230 towards the entrance gateways.   Atkins has confirmed they will give Grendon parish Council £480.
Cllr. Liddle has requested in the Parish Magazine that parishioners contact the Council with suggested locations for new dog bins, and is liaising with Denton regarding a parish lengthsman.

The Parish Plan will be reviewed in March, and findings will be reported back to the Parish Council.

129. Parish Assembly

Natalie Westland would like a brief agenda, and rough idea of timings for presentation.  She will bring a display to set up before the Assembly.

Cllrs. will write a short review of the Council year and e-mail it to Cllr. Goyne by 14th March.  Cllr. Goyne will prepare an Annual Review from the reports to be distributed in the Village Newsletter.
130. Accounts

Income

Poors Close

£400

Allotment rent
£30


Payments

Chq. No.
Amount



921

£42.99

McAfee Security Centre annual subscription

922

£50


Grendon Union Chapel

923

£299.97

Clerks salary and expenses
130.1 Grendon Union Chapel

After the last Parish Council meeting on 15th January 2007, Pastor Smith was upset to find the Chapel Room had been left in a mess, and the heaters had been left on.  The Clerk, Chair, Vice-Chair and RFO agreed to pay a donation to Grendon Union Chapel to help cover the cost of the electricity, together with a letter of apology.  Meeting dates through to July have been booked with the Chapel.

130.2
Internal Audit Terms of Reference

Regulation 6 of the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2006 requires bodies to review the effectiveness of their system of internal audit once a year, and for the findings of the review to be considered by the body as a whole.

Cllrs. Goyne and Dicks have looked at the documents and suggest the Parish Council appoint a Cllr. to review the internal control.  Cllrs. nominated Cllr. Breslin.  Cllr. Breslin accepted.
130.3
Entrance Gateways

Cllr. McLester will submit plans and costs of entrance gateways to NCC.  The quote for the gateways is £1480 + VAT.  Grendon Parish Council has received £750 from Cllr. Blackwell and £480 from Cleaner, Safer, Greener.
131. Planning
Clerk to e-mail plans to all Cllrs, and continue to pass round paper copy to Planning Committee.

Cllr. Goyne showed his appreciation for all the work the Cllrs. who look at plans regularly when they are passed around between meetings. 
Parishioners should contact the Parish Council if they object to any planning application.
Applications:-

WP/2008/0044/F – Two storey extension and conservatory (re-submission) at 46 Main Road for Mr MacDonald.  No objections.  It would appear that previous objections and refusals have been taken into consideration, and plans have dealt with issues of loss of view through the street frontage and overshadowing of the adjacent property and overdevelopment.
WP/2008/0071/F – Steel framed agricultural building with metal cladding and roofing.  Concrete panels to 3m high – amendment to approval WP/2007/0558/F (new application required to increase eaves height) at Hall Farm for Gammidge & Sons.  No observations.
WP/2008/0060/OEIA – Develop 152,000 sq metres of office floor space on land north of Wellingborough adjacent to and west of Midland mainline railway for Mr Heneage Stevenson Northants LLP.  No observations
WP/2008/0063/F – Addition of garden room and amendment to existing permission dated 6 June 2005 ref no. WP/2005/0309/F at The Grange, 3 Manor Road for Mr Collins.  The pool room already has consent.  As the application is to create an additional extension it appears there will be little additional visual impact.
Decisions

Permission:- 

None received 

132. Correspondence Received

WBC

Parishes’ Forum – Wednesday 27th February 2008, 7.00pm



Climate friendly communities – expression of interest

Response re: litter – has asked supervisor to ensure area is brought back up to standard.

NCC

Standards of Operational Response 2007 – Consultation Document

Earls Barton Quarry – Western extension.  Flood risk assessment and modelling.  

Response to comments on proposed development – working through comments from Parish Council.  Issues raised will be taken into consideration in the determination report.

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste development Framework: preferred options.  Representations from Grendon parish Council ref. no. 1301.

Response re: overgrown footpath on Station Road – has forwarded letter to Atkins.

Parish Emergency Planning Conference – Tuesday 11th March in Towcester and Thursday 17th July in Wellingborough.  Cllr. Gillett can attend July meeting.
Bozeat and Earls Barton liaison Group – minutes of meeting held on 11th December 2007.  Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 6th May 2008 at Bozeat.

Atkins
Reps Review – January 2008.  New engineering contract awarded to May Gurney – Wilson Scott Patrick (May Gurney WSP)

NALC

Update January/February 2008-02-07

Emergency Planning Training – Thursday 17th July, WBC or Tuesday 11th March, South Northants Council Chamber, Towcester

Internal Audit terms of reference.  Information passed to Cllr. Goyne. 

CPRE

Northants Planning and landscapes road show – Tuesday 15th April, Cranford Hall, Kettering. 6.00 – 9.00pm

FIT
Membership renewal - £35

ACRE
Community Speedwatch.  Grendon has been selected to take part in the project 28th June – 9th August, paired up with Bozeat.



Invitation to launch of a new Green Space Toolkit for communities – Wednesday 16th April at Hunsbury Hill.

Letter from Mr Sisterson re: parking on Manor Road.  Police have been notified and Chair replied to Mr Sisterson. 

The Playing Field

Letter from Eileen Higgins re: overgrown footpath and Yardley Road

Letter from Pastor Smith thanking Parish Council for donation towards heating

Wilbraham Associates Ltd.
Re: WP/2007/0759/F – Erection of timber chalet for equestrian workers on land at Top Lodge Farm.  Response to Mr and Mrs Chicks and Mr and Mrs O’Neil’s letter

133. Items reported
133.1
Potholes on Station Road, Blackmile Lane and Manor Road

133.2
Re-paint road markings at the priority bridge near A509 roundabout, Wollaston

133.3
Tree down blocking Station Road

133.4
Overgrown hedge on corner of Station Road/Manor Road

133.5
Cars dangerously parked on the bend of Manor Road, near The Crown

133.6
Ice/potholes/accidents on Station Road – NCC came to inspect water leak and have agreed to investigate the problem.  Some of the deeper potholes were filled.

133.7
Ice on pavement/road outside 36 Main Road.  NCC was contacted to provide grit.

133.8
Damaged 30mph sign at Blackmile Lane entrance to village

133.9
Street light no.48

134. Councillors Comments
134.1
Martyn Smith has suggested putting a dog bin on Main Road, opposite Grendon Hall, and 1 near the footpath leading from the cemetery to the fields
.

134.2
There is a loose bolt in the climbing wall and baby swing on the playing field.  Cllr. Roberts has asked Playdale for a quote to get equipment fixed.

134.3
There is mud all over Easton Way, Yardley Road and through the village.  If problem persists, the Council will contact the farmers.
134.4
Lamp 36 is on at least half an hour earlier and later than necessary, and the lid has blown off.  Clerk to contact ABB.
Meeting closed:

8.58pm
Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 22nd April 2008 – Parish Assembly, Grendon Village Hall





Wednesday 21st May 2008 - AGM





Tuesday 24th June 2008





Wednesday 23rd July 2008
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