
   Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 18th March 2010 at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
 
M. Liddle (Chair)     R. McLester     J. Dicks     K. Maddocks
Also present
PCSO Rob Stevens
Open Forum
The church wall collapsed into Main Road, and tree roots are visible from the large holly in the graveyard.  The Clerk has contacted WBC to repair the wall, and instructed Felicity Webber the tree needs to be removed.   The tree was prioritised for 2010 subject to funding.  Clerk to chase.
The Clerk reported to WBC that the Yardley Road hedge needs trimming, and trees need cutting back.  WBC stated they are not responsible for that piece of land.  The Clerk has reported the problem to Street Doctor.  Chair to write to Chief Executive of Wellingborough Council asking for work to be completed immediately.
Trinity College are reviewing rent for the Playing Field.  Rent review was due in October 2007.  Current agreement expires 31st October 2010.  Propose increasing rent to £400 per annum (increase of £30), and invoicing for back rent due.  Cllrs. agreed to put this item on the next agenda.  As the Parish Council paid the invoices it was sent, it seems unjust for Trinity College to charge the Council for backdated payments not agreed.
Grendon Hall notified the Parish Council it has a problem with rabbits. They have organised a bird scaring type device, firing every half hour from 6pm.
Complaints have been made about dangerous parking on the corner of Manor Road and Station Road Clerk to e-mail the SCT.  A Landover has been parked on the corner of Parsons Close making it difficult to see oncoming traffic when turning out the Close.  Chair to contact the owner.
The Parish Council completed the Northamptonshire Councils Charter Consultation. Comments will be e-mailed to Danny Moody at NCALC.
A Speed Watch meeting was held to organise rota for period 3rd April – 15th May 2010.

Grendon Sapphires are holding a Fun Afternoon on Saturday 12th June 2010 at their playing field.  The Parish Council has been invited to have a stand.

The footpath sign at the entrance to the village on Station Road has not been repaired.  Clerk to chase.
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Gillett (holiday) and Cllr. Breslin (work), Cllr. Roberts (work), Cllr. Goyne (personal) and E. Warrick (ill health).
66. Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 11th February 2010 were approved and signed

as a true record as 21, 22 and 23.
67. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor


Minute no.

Item
R. McLester

69



Bellringers
68. Matters arising (for information only)
68.1  
Northamptonshire County Council Budget
Cllr. Liddle wrote to Cllr Blackwell, whose reply thanked Cllr. Liddle for identifying the potential issue for Grendon Hall; and Peter Bone MP, who then wrote to the Chief Executive of the County Council.

NMPAS received a £50,000 cut, instead of the proposed £300,000 cut in its budget for the financial year 2010/11.

68.2
VAS

The pole has been erected on Easton Way.  Clerk will chase Steve Barber for the VAS catalogues to choose device.

68.3 
Affordable Housing

A brief questionnaire has been drawn up to send to all villagers to find out whether parishioners support the scheme or not.
68.4
 Overgrown tree on boundary of Cemetery and 37 Main Road
Park Landscapes has been instructed to remove the tree as it is damaging the ha-ha wall and is very overgrown.  The Clerk will meet the property owner to discuss the height of the hedge in the cemetery.  Clerk has contacted Felicity Webber for permission to remove tree.
69. Bell ringing practice times
Grendon St. Marys Church Bell ringers are considering extending the Tuesday evening practice session to two hours starting at 7:00 and would like the approval of the Parish Council.
The reason for the proposed extension is due to the number of learners, all youngsters who currently ring on Saturdays.  Grendon Ringers would like the learners to ring on Tuesdays from 7.00 – 8.00pm, followed by experienced ringers from 8.00 - 9.00pm.  Cllrs. agreed this was a good idea and wish the ringers every success.
The Grendon Ringers are very proud of the progress made in the last year in getting so many youngsters in the village interested in a great English skill and tradition, and the Parish Council agreed it is creditable so many youngsters are keen to ring.

70. Wollaston Community First Responders

Community First Responders are organised, trained and insured by the ambulance service.   The scheme operates within a 3 mile radius. 

When someone rings 999, the control centre will send out a text alerting an on-call CFR to attend the incident at the same time as the ambulance crew are notified.  In 80% of cases CFRs arrive on scene before the ambulance. 
Wollaston currently has 12 volunteers who have signed up to receive training but needs funds to buy 2 kits containing defibrillators and other essential equipment before it can become operational.

The Parish Council resolved to make a donation of £150 to Wollaston CFR.

71. Parish Assembly

The Parish Council agreed to invite Wollaston CFR to give a presentation at the Parish Assembly.  Clerk to contact with details.
72. Adopt a kiosk

BT has waived costs for the power and subsequent disconnection costs to the phone box.  The only cost will only be £1 to take over ownership of the box.  The Clerk has been provided with information to maintain the phone box.  

Cllr. McLester to review documents and report back at the next meeting.

73. Subsidised Bus Service Contract Review

NCC is reviewing subsidised bus contracts in 2010.  The Y4 York’s service from Wollaston to Northampton calling at Grendon is going to be reviewed.  Clerk to contact NCC explaining it is the only bus service in the village, and the loss would have a huge impact on the village, already suffering from the loss of the shop and post office.
74. Empowering Councillors Scheme

Clerk to apply for a grant through the Empowering Councillors Scheme from Cllr. Blackwell towards the pole and mobile VAS.
75. Accounts

75.1
Review of the Effectiveness of Internal Audit

In order to avoid the risk of a qualified audit opinion, BDO LLP, steps must be taken to ensure the Parish Council is not in breach of any statutory or regulatory requirements.

75.1.1 Cllrs. reviewed the Risk Assessment and deemed it satisfactory.
75.1.2 Cllrs. reviewed the effectiveness of Internal audit and deemed it satisfactory.
75.2
Income

£140

Playing Field Rent - Grendon CE Primary School
75.3 
Accounts for payment
The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:
Chq. No.
Amount


1027

£35


Fields in Trust membership
1028

£74.01

Anglian Water - VOID. Estimated bill.  New bill being sent out.
1029

£310.23
Clerks Salary & expenses

1030

£164.19
E.ON







VAT £24.45
76. Community Safety
Monthly crime report – Jan/Feb 2010

1 violent offence

1 burglary

1 theft

YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 25

PCSO Rob Stevens discussed organising a competition with the school to produce road safety signs, to be sponsored by the Parish Council and the SCT.  Cllrs. agreed this is a good idea.

The SCT currently have an ongoing project working in schools to educate the children in road safety.  PCSO’s take the children out and identify parking problems and use the speed gun.  Grendon School will be part of the project.

77. Planning
77.1 
Planning Applications
Tree Preservation Order on Coast Redwood at 1 Manor Road.  The original TPO was mistakenly addressed for 1 Easton Way.  Chair contacted Felicity Webber to correct mistake, and to state the TPO should be made permanent on the tree.

WP/2010/0080/F – Formation of 2 new dormer windows on the north elevation at 5 Manor Road for G Law.

77.2

Decisions
WP/2009/0458/F – Proposed rear ground floor extension at 27 Chequers lane for Mr Tilley.
78. Correspondence Received
WBC
2010/11 Precept.  On 2nd March WBC resolved to set a Council tax at 2.9%.  This included Grendon Parish Councils precept level.



Built Environment Handbook

The Energy Saving Trust

Green Communities – helping you succeed with your community energy project


NCC
Highway Representatives Newsletter.  Passed to Trevor Higgs.



Household Waste Recycling Centre Contract – changes to the service.  New contract will commence on 1st April 2010 and run for 15 years.  

There will be longer opening hours; open 5 days a week minimum; new off-centre re-use shops will be dedicated to the selling of reuse items; Wollaston HWRC will become the Councils first waste free recycling centre and no waste will go to landfill so black bag waste and non-recyclable waste will not be accepted.
Public footpath TF3 (part) – Temporary closure.  22nd March for six months
Electricity Alliance

National Grid Overhead Line Refurbishment Work – work should not affect power supply

Meeting closed:



Date of next meeting:

Thursday 29th April 2010 (Parish Assembly)







Thursday 25th May 2010 (AGM)
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