Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 23rd January 2007 at Grendon Union Chapel.

1. Present
M. Liddle (Chair)
R. McLester

J. Dicks
I. Gillett


N. Roberts   

K. Maddocks 

1 elector
Open Forum
7.00 – 7.15pm


An elector expressed concern about mess left after contractors trimmed back trees near Grendon Hall.  Clerk to write to Northamptonshire County Council.
The elector also voiced worries about parking problems outside the school and in Church Way.  Clerk to write a notice to be included in school book bags and Parish Magazine asking drivers to be mindful about parking.
2. Apologies for absence
R. Breslin
N. Marshman
3. Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 6th December 2006 were approved and signed as a true record as 15, 16 and 17.
4. Matters arising
Playing Field

Listing Burma Bridge post needs immediate removal.  Cllrs. Goyne, Maddocks and McLester agreed to help Cllr. Roberts.
Hedgelaying
Cllr. Roberts applied for a grant of £2436.72 through River Nene Regional Parks initiative and is called the Green Infrastructure Environmental Grant Scheme.
Allotment holders will need to be approached to tidy up their plots as this is a condition of the grant.
School playing field netting 
School have been notified Grendon Parish Council will only pay for repairs to fence, not the netting.  Grendon CE Primary School will arrange to have work done and invoice the Parish Council.
5. Members declaration of interest
Councillor

Minute

Item


Description of interest



No.
Gillett, Maddocks 
6.2

Donations - PCC
Personal - member of PCC 
Gillett, Dicks

6.2

Donations - Twinning
Personal - member of the club
Goyne 


6.2

Donations – Website
Personal


6. Accounts 
Copies of Financial summary (January 2007) and Budget (2007-2007) attached.

6.1 2006/07 financial performance 

The RFO reviewed the financial summary, noting Clerks expenses had increased as a result of claiming petrol expenses to trainings, and increased interest on the money in the reserve account.  

6.2
Regular spending forecast 2007/08

The RFO added 3.5% inflator to forecast regular spending, 5% onto Clerks salary/expenses to include cost of living expenses and incremental increase to salary and 7% onto insurance.

6.2 Donation payments for 2007/08 (S137)

Grant applications were received from the following village groups, and donations were agreed to be paid in April 2007.


Grendon Village website

£150


This includes keeping the website registered.  Cllrs. agreed to move this to regular expenditure for 2008/09.
Grendon Tots



£150

Grendon Union Chapel

£150


Cllrs. agreed to continue using the Chapel rooms for Parish Council meetings.

St. Mary’s Church P.C.C.


Cllrs. agreed to underwrite a donation of £250 which can be paid if called upon.  As several companies in the village have offered to sponsor the church floodlights this may not be necessary.
Grendon Age Concern


£150
Grendon Twinning Association 
£150
Cllrs. agreed to prepare a standard application form for all groups to use when applying for a grant in 2008/09.

6.4
Discretionary spending until the end of 2007/08
The RFO discussed money currently set aside to pay for the replacement Burma Bridge on the playing field (£1006 + VAT), work to the hedge by BCTV (£1381 plus £2463.72 grant money), and an estimated £500 towards repairs to playing field fence.  Money is still available in the reserve account toeards a flashing speed sign.
Clerk has arranged for an officer from Sustainable Transport, Northamptonshire County Council to come and talk about appropriate traffic calming options available for the village.  Clerk to arrange for him to visit the village before the meeting.
Cllrs. agreed to replace the bench on Yardley Road, opposite the allotment and to re-position the bench on the playing field.
6.5 Levels of reserves and contingencies
The RFO suggested setting aside 33% of normal spending for reserves (£3630), and 20% of normal spending for contingency (£2200).  Agreed.
6.6 Precept 2007/08
Following discussion, Cllrs. agreed to maintain the precept at £11,000.

Grendon Parish Council do precept upon Borough Council of Wellingborough in the sum of £11,000.

Receipts

£400
Pyrah & Bowers - rent for Poors Close
Payments

845
£218.11
A. Comery


Clerks salary

846
£7.91

J. Goyne


GVP

847
£339.25
R. McLester Builders

Allotment notice board
848
£23.83

Anglian Water
849
£10

Grendon Union Chapel
850
£116.80
Wicksteed Leisure

851
£180.24
A. Comery


Clerks salary
852
£147.86
ABB
853
£50

NALC



Planning training
7. Planning

Applications:-
WP/2006/0709/F – Revision of planning permission WP/2005/0687/F to include single storey extension to kitchen, door to scullery, window to WC, double door to master bedroom at 19 Church Way for Mr I Worboys.  Grendon Parish Council objected to the planning application because of overlooking and privacy (G1) from dormer and French door and changes in current plans from previous approved plans.  Cllrs. requested a site visit.
WP/2006/0752/F – Conversion of existing redundant barn to residential at Grendon House for John Redden Farms Ltd.  No observations.
WP/2006/0760/LB – Conversion of existing redundant barns into a self contained dwelling at Grendon House for John Redden Farms Ltd.  No observations.
Decisions:-
None received
8. Correspondence received

NCC
Voluntary & Community Sector Capital Funding Programme



The Waymarker – Linking the Parishes



Satisfaction Survey

Local Government White Paper ‘Strong & prosperous communities’.  Conference scheduled for Thursday 24th May 2007, 4pm.  Workshop findings from Parish Council Conference held on 28 November 2006.

WBC

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act, 2005 – Parish Councils Powers.  A guide to environmental enforcement available to download from www.defra.gov.uk.

Parish Council Elections – 3 May 2007.  Spreadsheet showing estimate for

forth coming election 

Clerks & Councils Direct
January 2007

Village Viewpoint

Winter 2006

Fields Focus

Winter 2006

Northamptonshire ACRE
Village of the year and Churchyard of the Year applications

The Post Office Network Consultation.  Responses by 2nd March.

East Midlands Regional Assembly
Draft East Midlands Regional Plan, Part 2: Milton Keynes and South Midlands sub-regional strategy.  Responses by 9 March 2007.
Letter from resident re: parking problems in Church Way
9. Councillors comments
i) Parking in Church Way.  Residents have reported problems parking near to their homes.  Chair to write to residents of Crown development, Development Control and Highways, reminding them that parking has been provided at the Crown Inn site which should not cause major problems for residents of Church Way. 
Cllrs. also discussed problems of parking on pavements.  Clerk to contact the police again and put a notice in school book bags.

ii) Potholes on Station Road and Blackmile Lane appalling.

Meeting closed:

9.20pm
Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 7th March 2007, Grendon Union Chapel




Tuesday 3rd April 2007, Grendon Village Hall
