
   Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 10th September 2009 at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)
J. Dicks
R. McLester
I. Gillett

E. Warrick

J. Goyne     K. Maddocks

R. Breslin
Also present
E. Higgins, Borough Councillor
Open Forum
Cllr. Warrick asked if the trees on the playing field could be trimmed along the pathway from Parsons Close to Main Road.  Clerk to contact Park Landscapes, and to also ask them to cut back the hedge between the new cemetery and 37 Main Road.
Ward Support Grant
Eileen Higgins explained that Ward Support grants are available, and to notify other groups.
Affordable Housing

Cllrs. Liddle and Dicks went to the Affordable Housing opening ceremony in Bozeat.  A young lady and her baby were officially handed the keys to a lovely new house, with a large garden.  

Highways

The Clerk and Chair met an officer from Highways, 41/2 years ago, to discuss dropped curbs and pebbling on Sweetacre.  Mary White, a partially sighted resident, has recently fallen over and fractured her cheek bone, breaking her glasses.  The Chair will meet the Highways Community Liaison Officer on September 21st, to highlight the problems for residents in Sweetacre.

The Chair will also discuss options for the Yardley Road hedge; methods to make turning out of the Chequers Lane and Blackmile lane junctions safer; and the issue of narrowing the Yardley Road junction, to make turning safer, with the possibility of a footpath from Easton Way.

Parking

During Speed Watch opposite the Yardley Road junction, two cars were parked alongside the allotment on Easton Way, making it difficult to turn right onto Easton Way safely.  

Poors Close
The Council has received a lot of complaints about the overgrown hedge along Main Road to Blackmile Lane.  The Clerk has written twice to Mr Bowers, asking him to cut the hedge back, and for the last two years Poor Close payment.

If the hedge has not been cut back by the next meeting, the Council agreed to have the hedge trimmed and charge Mr Bowers.  The Council will also review the Poors Close contract.
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Roberts (work).
19. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2009 were approved and signed

as a true record as 5, 6 and 7.
20. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor

Minute no.

Item
Cllr. Breslin
24



Allotments
21. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
21.1  Clerks appraisal

Cllr. Warrick has accepted the responsibility of maintaining the parish assets register.

Tables and chairs from the Chapel will need to go on the assets register.

22. Emergency Planning
The draft ‘Snow conditions’ and ‘Swine flu’ emergency plans were approved by the Council.
Representatives were identified to covering all areas of the village, either to pass important information onto residents, or to notify the Emergency Co-ordinator of a local emergency.  Contact details will be published in the Parish Magazine.

Places identified to provide emergency shelter to be contacted for permission to be included in the plan.

The salt bin on Main Road cannot be re-instated by NCC, as it is on the gritting route, but the County Council can provide one in Blackmile Lane, on green triangle of land near notice board.  Clerk to provide NCC with map.

23. Village Website

The Council resolved not to buy the dot com name for grendonvillage.com, or the grendonvillage.org name.
24. Allotments
Cllrs. noted all the plots are being worked, and the allotment area is looking lovely.
Cllrs. agreed to Simon Andrews request to erect a wooden shed (6 x 8) on plot 4.  Cllr. Breslin to meet with Simon and consider the best place for it to be positioned, and ask that he cuts back the brambles growing over the path.

Mary Walker would like a tap at the bottom end of the allotment.  The Clerk has contacted Anglian Water, but they will not install taps.  Clerk to get quotes from plumbers, and apply for a grant towards this from the Borough Council Ward Support money.
Gary Zboky and Guy Boucher have asked if they can exchange plots.  Cllrs. agreed.
Cllr. Breslin informed the Council that the mower is beyond repair.  Cllr. Breslin to price new mowers for the next meeting.

25. Mobile Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS)

25.1 Speed Watch
Drivers are reacting much better to the Speed Watch project, and driving slower.  Speeders are noticeably slowing down.

Cllrs. asked the Clerk to check if the village could have the cameras at a different time of year, as the project has been over the school holidays for the last two years.
Cllr. Dicks suggested the Speed Watch volunteers meet up a couple months before the project begins, to ensure as many sessions as possible are planned.
25.2
VAS
Steve Barber has passed on details of the Parish VAS purchase project and declaration of interest.  He has also contacted NCC engineering partners for a quote regarding a second pole on Easton Way. 

Costs will be approximately £2500 per camera, and £200 per annum maintenance for a permanent device.

Clerk to find out how long batteries in temporary devices last; whether insurance covers the devices; and how much it will cost to install a new pole on Easton Way.

The Chair passed the Capital Grant form to Cllr. Goyne to see if it is suitable to apply for a speed camera.

26. Accounts
Bank statements are now coming monthly.  Cllrs. Goyne and Dicks to look at bank accounts, and consider on-line banking.

26.1
 Audit Issues

Further information has been requested by BDO Stoy Hayward to conclude the audit by 18th September 2009.  A detailed explanation of the significant variance for total receipts, and miscalculation on Annual Return needs correcting.  An additional charge of £25 + VAT will be made.

Receipts were higher in 2007/08, as the Council claimed a large VAT refund, and a grant for work to the allotment.
The miscalculation was due to two un-cleared cheques that had not been presented and were written off.  They need to be accounted for in receipts to balance.

Cllrs. authorised the changes to the Statement of Accounts, and the Clerk, Chair and Cllrs. Breslin and Goyne duly counter signed the Annual Return. 

26.2
Income

None received
26.3
Accounts for payment
The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:

Chq. No.
Amount


1003

£328.26
Clerks salary & expenses

1004

£986.05
E.ON







£128.62 VAT

1005

£810.25
Park Landscapes




£105.75 VAT

1006

£307.79
Clerks salary & expenses



1007

£26.99

E.ON







£3.52 VAT

1008

£12


Grendon Village Hall

1009

£16.78

Anglian Water
27. Community Safety
Monthly crime report – May/June/July/Aug 2009

2 burglary crimes

4 criminal damage

2 theft from motor vehicles

4 theft handling

5 violent offences

YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 17 
Thefts from motor vehicles are mainly due to cars being left unlocked.  Mike Brown reported his trailer had been stolen.
28. Planning
28.1 Cllr.  Beirne has written to the Borough Council, on behalf of Grendon, Wollaston and

Strixton, regarding any further development on Greenfield sites in and around the villages.  She objected on several grounds and suggested any plans for further development is objected to most vehemently.

28.2 Planning Applications
None received
28.3 Decisions - Permission

WP/2009/0184/LB & 0183/AV – Replacement pub signage at the Half Moon Inn for Charles Wells Limited

29 Correspondence Received
WBC
Northamptonshire Climate Friendly Communities – Wednesday 23rd September, Sixfields Football Stadium

Choice Based Lettings – Allocations Policy

Parishes Forum – 21st October 2009



BT
Adopt your local red telephone kiosk for £1.  BT removes the telephony, and ownership of the kiosk is passed to the Council.  Clerk to ask the Council about moving the kiosk.
NCC
Annual Day Conference – Wednesday 9th December

Highway Representative Annual Conference, 9th December 2009

NRHA
Scheme Opening Ceremony and Time Capsule Burial at Harrold Road, Bozeat on 2nd September at 2pm.

North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit
Settlement Survey

BTCV
Flyer

Grendon Pre-School
Invitation to Official Opening, Thursday 24th September 2009, The Old Chapel, 11am

Clerks & Councils Direct
September 2009

West Northamptonshire Emergent Joint Core Strategy – Consultation Questionnaire

PCook Landscapes & Grounds Maintenance
Offering tender for grass cutting.  Clerk to contact requesting tender.
Meeting closed:


8.55pm
Date of next meeting:

Thursday 22nd October 2009







Thursday 3rd December 2009








Thursday 14th January 2010 
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