
Grendon Parish Council 
Minutes of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 18th October 2006 at Grendon Union Chapel.  
1. Present
M. Liddle (Chair)
R. McLester

I. Gillett
J. Dicks
N. Roberts
J. Goyne




N. Marshman
R. Breslin
2 electors



Open Forum
7.00 – 7.15pm

An elector expressed concern about the state of village getting progressively worse, the speed of York’s coaches driving through village and increasing council tax bills with fewer services from the Borough Council.


Another elector raised the issue of having a replacement Post Box on Blackmile Lane.
2. Apologies for absence

K. Maddocks

3. Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 6th September 2006 were approved and signed as a true record as 9, 10 and 11
4. Matters arising
Chequers Lane – Clerk received notification it may take up to six months to have trees growing over electricity cables trimmed.
Clerk’s appraisal carried out on 27th September.  Clerk’s job description and contract signed and dates.  Copy of job description attached to minutes.
Government White Paper – information attached.
4. Members Declaration of Interest

Cllr. Gillett
Interest on item 7, church floodlights

Cllr. Breslin
Interest on item 6, allotments
5. Risk Assessment
Cllrs. agreed to defer this item until January 2007 finance meeting.  Cllrs. Breslin and Marshman will assess assets and responsibilities and ensure there is adequate insurance.

Cllr. Roberts agreed to carry on visually assessing the playing field equipment on a weekly basis, and to arrange an annual risk assessment with Wicksteed Leisure.
6. Allotment 
I. Notice board

Now ready to be sited on the allotment.  Cllr. Gillett to liaise with Simon Andrews.
II. Hedge laying 
As Bill Whiley decided not to take the contract on, the Clerk contacted Stephen Mabbutt and BTCV to visit the allotments and send quotes to the Parish Council.  BTCV visiting Stone Pitts on Monday 23rd October, Stephen Mabbutt on Tuesday 24th October.  Cllrs. suggested contacting Moulton College and find out if they do hedgelaying. 
Grants available from English Nature, Defra, and Countryside Management.  
Hedgelaying can be expensive, but can last 15 – 20 years before it needs doing again. 
III. Tenants and available allotment
The Parish Council has not received a signed contract back from Mr and Mrs Harlick regarding plot 3.  Cllrs. agreed this is again vacant.
7. Church floodlights
Clerk spoke to Bob Smith (WBC Engineering Technician).  Some Parish Councils are contributing to the cost of church flood lights; some are taking on full responsibility.
Some parishioners have spoken to Cllrs. and have expressed a desire to keep the lights on, supporting the church by making small payments or via an increase in Council Tax.  
Two companies in Grendon have offered to sponsor the church lights.  Cllrs. recommended Cllr. Gillett discuss sponsorship of the lights with the PCC and Father David Spokes.
Cllr. McLester to invite E7 electricians to assess the floodlights.  The last Testing Certificate for the lights was dated September 2005.  Clerk to put a note on the notice board explaining what is happening.

8. Parish Plan
Results from the questionnaires have been input into spreadsheets and statistics are being produced.  Information will be circulated to Parish Cllrs.  Main issues are lack of shop and speeding, particularly on Main Road.

The monthly swimming sessions at Grendon Hall were successful and the Parish Plan have suggested a similar programme should be repeated next year.
9. Community Safety
Monthly crime report – August
1 theft of motor vehicle

1 theft from motor vehicle

2 other crimes

Crime in Grendon as % of Northamptonshire North crime – 0.2% (year to date)
Community Speedwatch
Volunteers have been out at all sites at various times and recorded a number of speeding cars.

Northants Police carried out a survey to collect traffic data on Main Road from 4th - 9th October.  7782 cars passed over the collection tapes:-
85.88% exceeded 30mph

59.06% exceeded 35mph

85% speed = 44.1mph (85% cars travelled at less than 44.1mph)

Max speed – 80mph
10. Accounts

Receipts

£922.90


VAT repayment
£140



School playing field rent

Payments

Chq. No.

Amount



835


£284.11

A. Comery 


Clerks salary and expenses (1 – 30.09.06)

836


£860.10

Park Landscapes
Mowing/hedge trimming
Age Concern – Applied for a grant.  Cllrs. agreed to donate £150.

Playing Field - Cllr. Roberts explained it will cost £75 to replace loose bolts on the swings, and the chain bridge is broken.  Wicksteed will not come out to assess the equipment.  Cllrs. agreed Cllr. Roberts should contact Playdale to visit the playing field and assess the bridge, cost £200.

Shredder – Clerk suggested buying a shredder to safely dispose of Parish Council documents/letters etc.  Cllr. Marshman explained his business had one the Clerk could use.
Budget – Cllr. Goyne discussed the financial summary produced for every meeting.  In 2007 he will produce one in January when reviewing the budget, one in April for the end of year accounts, and in July and October.
Cllr. Marshman left the meeting at 9.00pm.

11. Planning

Review of Planning Policy – Cllrs. completed questionnaire. 

Review Ombudsman – Cllr. Maddocks has prepared a lot of documentation on the Crown plans, highlighting four areas of contention against the planning permission and will proceed with the application with the Ombudsman against the Development Control office at WBC.
 
Applications:-

WP/2006/0544/F – Highway improvement works comprising of road widening and realignment of stone wall at Sywell Aerodrome.  No observations.
WP/2006/0545/F – Construction of surface water drainage system to serve proposed paved runway, taxiway and apron at Sywell Aerodrome.  No observations.
WP/2004/0600/O – Mixed use development including 87 ha of residential development and associated works and facilities on land between Finedon Road & The Railway, Neilson’s Sidings & land north of Finedon Road for Bovis Homes.  No observations.
Decisions:-

Permission

WP/2006/0253/F – Construction of 2 new dwellings on land off Church Way for Mr Merrington 

WP/2006/0399/F – Single storey extension to side and rear at 4 Sharplands for Mr and Mrs Mooney

WP/2006/0428/F – Conversion of garage annex and erection of conservatory at 8 Blackmile Lane for Mr Blacklee

Refusal
WP/2006/0424/F – Form new access to highway and new garage at 19 Church Way for Mr Worboys

12. Correspondence Received

Remembrance Day Service and Parade  
Bozeat & Earls Barton Local Liaison Group – next meeting Monday 23rd April 2007







Guidance pack for Voluntary & Community Groups Funding Programmes

WBC

Invitation to Civic Ball, 4th November 2006, and request for tombola prizes



Remembrance Day Service and Parade – Wreath organised for collection



Parishes’ Forum – Wednesday 25th October 2006

NALC

Update August/September 2006



Clerks and Councils Direct



Village Viewpoint

Victim Support







Annual Report 2004/05

HM Revenue & Customs




Employer Bulletin

North Northants Joint Planning Unit
Progress of Statement of Community Involvement

East Midlands Regional Assembly

Draft Regional Plan Consultation: issued for public consultation 

Dates for local public event

LEPRA health in action




Cookie for a Cure – 2007

Central Networks
Re: Trees on overhead lines, Chequers Lane – may take several months for work to be completed


Christmas lights and decoration fund


Unmetered electric supply

Age Concern Grendon




Letter re: Donation to Age Concern

Church of St.Mary, Grendon



Letter re: Christmas tree bazaar

Northamptonshire Police Authority

Recruitment of independent members

Atkins 









Reps Review October 2006
13. Items Reported

Branches growing on overhead electricity cable- Chequers Lane
11.09.06


Broken edging stones on pavement outside 3 Chequers Lane

14.09.06


Lamp 20, Easton Way


12.10.06

14. Councillors Comments


Hanson’s holding open session to display plans for development along road to Cogenhoe.

Cllrs. asked for Clerks telephone number to be displayed on minutes.


Cllrs. Breslin and Roberts wish to receive minutes via e-mail.

Meeting closed: 



9.50pm 

Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 6th December 2006
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