
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish meeting held on Tuesday 24th June 2008 at Grendon Union Chapel, Main Road, and Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)     J. Dicks     R. McLester     R. Breslin     N. Roberts
     J. Goyne


E. Warrick     I. Gillett
Also present
P.C. Littleton     P.C.S.O. Stevens     B. Morgan     L. Harrod     G. Adams



M. Brown (E.T.)
Open Forum

PC Littleton addressed the Council to discuss crimes recorded in the village during May 2008.  A bonnet was stolen from a car in Church Way, a caravan was stolen from main Road and a youth from Wollaston was apprehended in a car parked in Grendon for possession of drugs.  All crimes were detected.
The Police were called out to a report of domestic abuse, but the victim did not press charges.  The case will be recorded as undetected.

Cllrs. thanked PC Littleton and PCSO Stevens for attending the meeting.  The Council are impressed with the continued regular presence of officers around the village.
Lesia Harrod discussed a proposed planning application to renovate her barn, erect a timber garage and replace the existing conservatory.  Alex Stevenson has been consulted and is happy with the proposals.  The neighbours have been also been consulted and have no objections.  The Harrods will need to remove a large spruce and two other trees.  Councillors have no observations to proposed plans.
Bill Morgan queried how the Parish Council object to planning applications from the Borough Council Planning department, and how this is followed up.  He specifically commented on the application at 80 Main Road where the owner demolished the newer extensions and removed trees following Alex Stevenson’s summary permission to the application.  He suggested the Parish Council take the Borough Council to task over objections to planning applications not being considered.
Cllr. Liddle explained that in 2007 the planning law changed, giving planning officers increased delegated powers.  However, the Parish Council will write to Alex Stevenson seeking clarification on planning decisions, asking that if he agrees in principle to applications, can works begin immediately, or do residents need to wait for notification.  The Parish Council will also request guidelines for planning in conservation areas from Wellingborough Council.  
Planning issues will be discussed at a Parishes Forum meeting, as an agenda item proposed by the current mayor due to problems across the Parishes.  Cllr. Liddle explained that this will be the forum to initially raise parishioners concerns with planning officers.

Gina Adams again raised the issue of the poor state of Yardley Road.  Cllr. Liddle pointed out that Cllr. Dicks had been through years of previous minutes to ascertain how previous complaints had been resolved.  
The area in front of the houses is not adopted.  Un-adopted roads usually consist of a dirt or rubble-track, and so do not reach the minimum adoptable standards set by the local authority.  Many are a public thoroughfare and cannot be fenced off or obstructed.  As such, district councils cannot take over the maintenance until the roads are surfaced to the minimum statutory standards.  Costs for works to improve Yardley Road would need to be shared between the residents for the Borough Council to undertake work. 

There is a legal covenant on Yardley Road giving the owner/occupiers the right to use the hard standing for access and the parking of motor vehicles.

Unsure of who owns land between the footpath and the hedge on Yardley Road, Gina Adams asked who would be responsible for maintenance of the hedge, suggesting it should be removed and replaced with a fence.  Cllr. Liddle explained Northamptonshire County Council are responsible for mowing the grass on the verge and trimming the hedge, and would need to be contacted about the possibility of replacing the hedge with a fence.  Peter Bone, MP has been contacted to find out who owns the hard-standing.  

The beech tree on Yardley Road requires trimming.  Clerk to report it to Street Doctor.

Gina stated her family will soon be applying for planning permission to build affordable housing on land opposite the Half Moon.

Gina also mentioned a boundary dispute between her parents and the owners of the house in Sharplands, stating when the fence fell down, although Wellingborough Council would replace it with a chain link fence, her father preferred to replace it with a wooden fence.  The Council reminded Gina this was not a Parish Council matter, it is an issue between the home owners in Sharplands and Wellingborough Homes.
When a vacancy for a member of the Parish Council arises, Gina Adams would like to be considered.  The Clerk has noted this, and explained any vacancy has to be advertised for a period of fourteen days before a bye-election to fill the vacancy can be called.  Electors residing in the locality or three miles of it can apply to fill a vacancy.

Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Maddocks
15. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 21 May 2008 were approved and signed as a true record as 1, 2, 3 and 4.
16. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor




Minute no.

Item

Cllr. Dicks/Roberts/Gillett/Liddle

23.1


Twinning

Cllr. McLester




22


Entrance gateways
17. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
17.1 Playing Field

Clerk has written to Allianz insurance company, Park Landscapes and Grendon CE primary school outlining suggested bicycle track around playing field for them to consider proposal. 

17.2 Allotment
Clerk has written to County Cllr. George Blackwell for consideration for Empowering Councillors scheme.

BTCV have begun work clearing hedge and burning dead branches.  They have agreed to complete as much work as possible in a maximum of three days.

Clerk received a bill from Anglian Water for £170.61.  They had added a 0 to the meter reading, and are now re-billing for the correct amount, £37.61.
There will not be a refund on the bill paid in March for £293.92.  The call centre operator suggested that the meter had not been read for a number of years before the final reading was taken at the time the meter was exchanged.  The Parish Council was only charged for water used up to that time.
17.3
Clerks appraisal

Following the appraisal, the Chair and Cllr. Dicks recommend the Clerk move up an increment to SCP20, backdated to 1st May 2008.

Clerks delegated power to spend £100 in an emergency, has been increased to £150. 

18. Risk Assessment
The Risk Assessment was amended to show the Playing Field equipment is visually inspected on a regular basis, an annual inspection is carried out by Wicksteed Leisure and the mitigation for the Playing Field is the same as the allotment.  Damaged pedestrian seats are reported by parishioners.
Grendon Parish Council adopted the Rick Assessment with above changes.  Cllr. Breslin to bring amended Risk Assessment document to next Parish Council meeting.
19. Community Safety
Monthly crime report - May 2008

1 theft of motor vehicle

1 theft from motor vehicle

4 other crimes

YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 6

Grendon YTD crime as % of Northamptonshire North – 0.1%

20. Accounts

£4000 has been transferred from the current account to the reserve account

20.1  
Annual Return for the year-end 31 March 2007
Cllrs. to approve Statement of accounts and annual governance statement at the next meeting.
20.2  Internal audit

20.2.1  Declarations of interest
Members must be fully aware of their obligation to declare interest, either personal or personal and prejudicial.


Members are advised to consider the agenda for the meeting and determine in advance if they may have personal or personal & prejudicial interests in any agenda item.


If a Member decides they do have a declarable interest, they are reminded that the interest and the nature of the interest must be declared at the start of the meeting, and again at the outset of the relevant item. Details of the interest must be minuted. 


If a Member with a prejudicial interest wishes to address the meeting, under the newly adopted Code of Conduct, this must be done during the Open Forum.


If the interest is ‘prejudicial’, Members are reminded that they must take no part in the 
item at all and must leave the room until any discussion and decisions are concluded, but may make a statement or answer questions under the ‘Public Forum’ Agenda Item.


Resolved.  Councillors agreed to not use Councillors Comments on minutes.  Council cannot make a decision if it not on the agenda.  All agenda items must be given to the Clerk at least 7 days before the meeting.
20.2.2  Budget
The auditor stated the Budget was not adequate and open to challenge.  The financial estimates from which the precept figure is derived must appear in the minutes.  Clerk to attach budget to minutes.


20.2.3 Income
Two items totalling £90 on the bank statement for April 2007 do not appear within the accounts for the same year.  They were itemised on the previous financial year’s accounts.


20.2.4
 Payments
A payment of £52 for a course ‘Are you acting legally?’ does not appear to have been authorised, and needs to be retrospectively authorised at the first available meeting.  The cheque was itemised and authorised at the meeting held on Tuesday 24th June 2008.
20.3 
Capital Expenditure

Council considered items for Capital Expenditure grant.  Currently the Council is to begin work on entrance gateways to the village, and maintenance of the allotment, and will not apply for a Capital Expenditure this year.
Payments
Chq. No.
Amount



940

£219.51


ABB




VAT £32.69
941

£585.15


Park Landscapes


VAT £87.15

942

£285.19


Clerks salary & expenses


943

£164.19


ABB




VAT £24.45
905

£52



NALC - training

21. Planning 
Site viewing – Tuesday 24th June, 2.00pm

WP/2007/0759 – Erection of timber chalet for equestrian worker on land at Top Farm, Easton Way for Mr Hope.  The Clerk, and Cllrs. McLester and Liddle attended the site viewing.  
Cllrs. noted water pressure could be affected by the new development.

The hidden access sites to Top Lodge Farm require signing.  Clerk to contact NCC.
22. Correspondence Received

NCC
Changes to Council’s ordering and invoice payment process 

Carriageway surface dressing – Station Road, Easton Way, Yardley Road and Wollaston Road from mid June to end August

Letter re: entrance gateways – no objection to going ahead.  Clerk to write to McLester Builders requesting work begins as soon as possible.

A strategy from community cohesion in Northamptonshire – local area agreement consultation by 25th July 2008
Peter Bone
Letter with response from Anglian Water – pipe work has been amended

Village Viewpoint
Summer 2008

The Playing Field
Spring 2008

NCALC 

Update May – June 2008

ACRE

Community Speed Watch newsletter

23. Councillors Comments
23.1 
Council received a letter from Ken Hammond, re: Grendon Twinning insurance.  He is concerned about liability when the French visitors are in the UK on an exchange, wondering if they are covered by Parish Council Insurance.

Cllr. Dicks will look through minutes and Twinning documentation, and the Clerk will contact Allianz insurance.

23.2  
There is a lot of mud around the village from Hopes Farm

24. Future Meeting dates

Councillors planned meeting dates through to the end of 2008.
Meeting closed:

9.10pm
Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 23rd July 2008






Tuesday 9th September 2008





Wednesday 15th October 2008





Thursday 27th November 2008
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