
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 2nd September

2010 at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)
I. Gillett

J. Goyne
J. Dicks
R. McLester



E. Warrick

R. Breslin
N. Roberts
Also present
Borough Cllr. E. Higgins



Open Forum 
Paul Pepper, E.On, did not attend the meeting.
Ward Support
Cllr. E. Higgins has given £400 to Grendon Pre-School towards refurbishing their outside play area.  There is a small amount of money left for any other organisation that may need funds.
26. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Maddocks (oliday).
27. Minutes of meeting held on held on Thursday 8th July 2010 were approved and signed as a true record as 5, 6, 7 and 8.
28. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 
Councillor


Minute no.

Item Interest 

Cllr. Breslin

30.2


Allotments
29. Matters arising (for information only)
29.1  
Clerk

There have been four applicants for the position of Clerk, three of whom are already Clerks.  The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk will meet to look at applications and arrange interviews. 

Cllrs. thanked the Clerk for her hard work over the years and ‘delightful style’ and resolved to continue to pay the Clerk until a new Clerk is in post.  

If the new Clerk does not have a computer, Cllrs. resolved to buy a laptop, for Parish Council use only.

29.2  
Empowering Councillors Grant

The Parish Council has received £2000 grant from Cllr. George Blackwell towards a VAS.  The Clerk has contacted Steve Barber for catalogues to purchase the VAS.

29.3  
Affordable Housing

The Clerk has written to the Clerks of Orlingbury, Bozeat and Little Harrrowden Parish Councils, asking them to fill in the questionnaire regarding the Affordable Housing developments in their village.

30. Chair’s Report
30.1
TPO on Coast Redwood at 1 Manor Road
Cllrs. Liddle and Goyne attended site viewing.  The tree, a rare specimen, is in good condition.  Felicity Webber does not believe it is doing any damage to adjoining properties.

There has been a problem with the Application, so the TPO will have to start again.
30.2 Allotments
Mary Walker has recently been hospitalised following serious wasp stings at the allotments.

Cllrs. resolved to pay Mary £100 towards the wasp nest removal from Plot 3.
30.3
Affordable Housing
Following Joanne Martins response to Cllr Liddles e-mail, Cllrs. did not feel the questions were answered properly.  The Parish Council have been dealing with Joanne Martin, NRHA, not WBC.  Joanne Martin clearly stated that NRHA would not do anything without Parish Council consent.
Cllrs. resolved to tell NHRA to stop the project.

Cllr. Liddle will ask for Affordable Housing to go on the Parishes Forum agenda.
30.3 Site Specific Proposals

Cllrs. Liddle, Roberts and Goyne will meet to prepare response.
31. Veto of Excessive Council Tax Rises

The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has announced a short consultation on the capping of local (parish and town) council precepts as part of the wider proposals for a freeze on council tax.
The council would produce a budget and precept request by the end of January.  If any increase exceeded a set amount or percentage the council would have to produce an alternative budget within an acceptable increase.  The two alternatives would be put to a local referendum, to be held not later than the first Thursday in May.  If there was a majority in favour the Parish Council would receive the precept.
If the Council lost the referendum the new (excessive) tax charged from April, would be rejected from May, the tax would have to be changed and a rebate system put in place.  As the council had taken the significant step of calling a referendum, the referendum would be the equivalent of a vote of confidence, potentially causing resignations, and more election costs.
Cllr. Goyne to draft response.

32. Community Safety

Monthly Crime Report – July 2010

Theft at Grendon lakes - handbag stolen

Theft x 2 at Grendon Lakes – mobile phones stolen from handbags

1 violent offence – actual body harm at Grendon Lakes (enquiries ongoing)

33. Accounts
33.1

Audit for year ended 31 March 2010

The Audit has been completed with no matters arising.  Councillors approve and accept the annual return.

33.2

Empowering Councillors Grant

The Clerk has completed an application form for a grant for £2000 towards a mobile VAS camera from County Councillor George Blackwell.

33.3  
School Playing Field Rent

Cllr. Roberts will look at the lease.
33.4  
Income

£2,000
Empowering Councillors Grant 

33.5
 
Accounts for payment
The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:
Chq. No.
Amount


1050

£160


Stokes Landscaping

1051

£368.32

Clerks salary & expenses

1052

£504.19

E.On







VAT £75.09 

1053

£317.41

Clerks salary & expenses

1054

£683.85

Park Landscapes




VAT £101.85

1054

£76.16


Anglian Water
34. Planning

34.1
Decisions

34.1.1
Permission

WP/2010/0154/F – First floor front and side extension and garage at 10 Sharplands for Mr Peck

34.1.2Approval of non-material amendment application

WP/2010/0255/NMA – amendment to permission WP/2009/0482/F – to move proposed window to other wall to be obscured glass at 7 Chequers Lane for Miss Swetman.

35. Correspondence Received
NCC
Northamptonshire MWDF: Core strategy development plan document available upon request


Northamptonshire MWDF: Control & management of development DPD submitted to Secretary of State on 16th August 2010


Electric Blanket testing week – 13 – 17th September 2010

Emergency Planning Conference: Preparing for Winters Worst on Thursday 7th October 2010 – Thrapston 6.00pm

ACRE

Parish Plan Refresh – funding available until end of year.




Questionnaire to be completed by 1st October 2010




Village Viewpoint Summer 2010

NCALC

Update July/August 2010

The Department of Communities and Local Government (CLG) Community Right to Build is a new power that will allow communities across England to come together and create new homes, shops, businesses and facilities. 

Northamptonshire Licensing Partnership
Licensing Act 2003: Statement of Licensing Policy (3-yearly review).  Comments on draft statement by 12th November 2010.

Clerks & Councils Direct
September 2010
Meeting closed:


8.50pm
Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 19th October 2010
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