
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish meeting held on Tuesday 9th September 2008 at Grendon Union Chapel, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)     R. McLester
     I. Gillett     J. Dicks     K. Maddocks         

N. Roberts     J. Goyne     E. Warrick
Also present
E. Wilmin     C. Hodson     A. Paterson
Open Forum
Eileen Wilmin and Colin Hodson came to the meeting on behalf of Grendon Sapphires.  Colin presented brochures for multi-games areas with hard surfaces that can be used for tennis, cricket, netball, volleyball and five-a-side football.  The area would also provide a safe space for children to ride their bicycles.  They pointed out the gate would not be wide enough for quad bikes.

Colin explained the Yardley Road development is not exclusively for football club use and he  would like to see as many sporting activities as possible using the field.  There are benches and logs for spectators or parishioners out for a walk to sit on.  Future considerations may include installing a multi-gym in the pavilion.
Funding is available from the Playing Field association and the LTA provide grants towards grass or hard surface courts for tennis clubs.  If the development was a community project funding would also be available from Community Lottery fund.

Work on the new pavilion will hopefully start in November and should be completed by the end of June 2009.  The committee would then start to look at the multi-games area.  If anyone else was interested in starting to look at applying for funding, work on the pavilion and multi-games area could be completed in tandem.

Polly Denton wrote to the Parish Council explaining she is working towards her Baden-Powell Challenge award, the ultimate achievement for a Guide.  One of the clauses is to take part in a practical activity to benefit the environment in their local community.  Polly asked the Parish Council for money to buy some spring bulbs she would like to plant on the green verge in Blackmile Lane near the notice board.
Cllrs. think it is a very enterprising idea and agreed to donate Polly £15 in order to purchase the bulbs.
Cllrs. reported complaints from residents about a recent triathlon in the village.  There were a lot of motorists on the road near Grendon Lakes with cars parked along the side affording no passing places; speeding; illegal parking on pavements; signs left up after the event.  The Parish Council had not received notification of the event.  Cllrs. suggested finding out who was responsible for organising the event and contacting them requesting notification of future events, to adequately marshal traffic and athletes and to remove signs after the event.
Apologies for absence


None absent 
37. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 23rd July 2008 were approved and signed as a 

true record as 9, 10, 11 and 12.
38. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor

Minute no.

Item
Cllr. Breslin

41


Allotments
39. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)    
39.1  
Footpaths

The Clerk has written to Trevor Higgs, Footpath Warden to notify him of the Councils intentions to take a firmer stance with landowners to keep footpaths clear.

John Hope is renting out a couple of fields that are overgrown.

39.2  
20 Church Way
In response to correspondence from the Chair to Felicity Webber, the Clerk has received copies of lost letters sent to the Parish Council about the notice of intention for Mr and Mrs Harrod to remove three trees. 

39.3  
Planning Issues

The Clerk has written asking Alex Stevenson whether the Borough Council will produce a Conservation Area leaflet, and noting Grendons interest in an Advisory Committee for Conservation Areas if the Borough Council goes ahead and from one.

If Alex Stevenson is comfortable with a planning application and agrees in principle to the prospective applicants, he agrees they can start work but he explains it is not legal and could result in enforcement action if permission is not given.

Councillors suggest writing to Lyn Martin-Bennison explaining this is not acceptable.  Alex Stevenson cannot give permission under delegated powers if the Parish Council objects.

39.4  
Highways and transport

Work on the new signs should be carried out between September and October.  Matthew Clarke has forwarded our request for a horse warning sign on Easton Way to Verity Chilver (Ass Community Engineer), who will contact the Parish Council in due course.

The pavement outside George Crawford’s house was chased up and should now have been repaired.
40. Playing Field 
Alison Paterson consulted 30 families in the village and received 20 positive responses agreeing they would like a bicycle track, as well as other recreational facilities (tennis court, basketball court).
Grendon CE Primary School or Park Landscapes have not responded to the Parish Councils consultation letter, but Alison Paterson said Grendon Nursery playgroup and the school had both responded positively to her. 

Residents in the village who do not want a proposed bicycle track on the playing field have aired concerns over policing the track, and suggested the school playground could be used.

Following the letter from the Parish Council insurers, fencing the track will be necessary and would be an issue.  Cllr. Maddocks suggested having a smaller enclosed area along the Main Road side of the playing field to the left of the football pitch.

Although not all Cllrs. agree with the proposed track on the playing field, Alison Paterson was asked to look into grants available to cover the cost of the track and report to the Council at the next meeting.

41. Allotment 

41.1
There has been positive response from residents consulted on the proposal to keep pigs on Stone Pitts allotment.
Grendon Parish Council resolved to allow Steve and Mary Walker to keep pigs on their allotment plot as outlined in their submission plan.

41.2
The Clerk, Cllr. McLester and Cllr. Gillett will mark the allotment area on Wednesday 10th September.

41.3
Allotment tenants will be contacted explaining they are required to keep the boundaries of plots clear; the plots will be re-marked; cars are only allowed onto the allotment area to drop off goods; the gates to the allotment are for all tenants; and to compost, burn or take rubbish home.   Tenants will then receive a new tenancy agreement and a new plan of the area. 

41.4
The Parish Council will be renting a skip for the rubbish near the gate.  Tenants will be notified they will be required to load the skip.

41.5
Clerk to take a water reading to work out rates for water usage.  This will be considered when allotment rent is reviewed during the November meeting.

42. Parish Plan Review

Cllr. Goyne circulated a Parish plan review for Cllrs to look through and e-mail any comments before the next Parish Council meeting.  The Grendon Parish Plan group will meet to review the plan and will publish results in November.
43. Emergency plan Review

Emergency Plan Review to be deferred until October.  Cllr. Roberts and Gillett to liaise before the next meeting.  
44. Community Safety
PC Littleton has dropped off parking notices.

Parish Council to invite PC McQuaid to a meeting to discuss Speedwatch and future involvement.
44.1
Monthly crime report – June/July 2008
2 other crimes

YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 8
Grendon YTD crime as % of Northamptonshire North – 0.1%
45. Accounts
 
45.1 Financial Regulations

Cllrs. Goyne, Dicks and Breslin met with the Clerk to discuss the financial regulations and to review internal control.  
Grendon Parish Council adopted the Financial Regulations.
45.2
Parish Council Printer

After the last meeting the Parish Council printer would not print.  The Clerk ordered a new printer to replace the unusable one.  
Grendon Parish Council resolved to pay the Clerk for the new printer.

45.3
Accounts for payment

Chq. No.
Amount



947

£30


Grendon Union Chapel

948

£279.98

Clerks salary and expenses

949

£800


Poors Close Charity – VOID

950

£881.25

BTCV




VAT £131.25

951

£800


Poors Land Charity

952

£296.97

Clerks salary and expenses
VAT £2.53
45.4 

Income


£966.13

VAT repayment
46. Planning 
WP/2007/0229/CA – wall at 19/23 Church Way.  WBC served an enforcement notice, but the wall was not reinstated.  The owners were summoned to put it back, but as they did not comply were charged to appear in court.  The case will now be heard on September 29th 2008 as the owners failed to show.  
Consultation on site allocation representations made on the Submitted Town Centre Area Action plan (AAP).   No comments.
43.1
Applications
WP/2008/0150/OEIA – Outline proposal for 3000 dwellings and facilities on land off the A509 Niort Way and A510 Northen Way for Henage Stevenson Northants LLP.  No comments.
WP/2008/0371/F – Construction of a stone wall 15m long and 1,8m high.  Wall will be of traditional construction and materials to blend in with existing stonewall which is of the stone used all over Grendon at 40 Main Road for Mr Keith Clark.  No observations
46.2
Decisions – Permission
WP/2008/0238/F – Additional storey and corresponding roof to be built off existing walls and additional extension at 5 Manor Road for Mr Law.
47. Correspondence Received
NCC
Grants awarded under the Empowering Councillors scheme – application form

Empowering Councillors & Communities Scheme – questionnaire following grant for 3 entrance gateways

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development – Locations for Waste Development DPD: Supplementary Preferred Options

WBC
Letter from Felicity Webber in response to Chairs letter enclosing notices served by owners of 20 Church Way to remove 3 trees


Allotments in Wellingborough – a short guide to obtaining a plot in the Borough

ABB
Eon acquisition of public lighting division of ABB Ltd

Police
SmartWater forensic property marking – concessionary rates for Parish Councils

Village Viewpoint
Summer 2008

The Playing Field
Summer 2008

Clerks & Councils Direct
Summer 2008

East Midlands Fire and Rescue Control Centre

New fire and rescue control centre is 

being set up to provide an emergency call handling facility in Derbyshire, Leicestershire, 

Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire

Government Office for the E. Midlands

East Midlands Regional plan (Regional Spatial Strategy) - Secretary of State’s proposed changes published for consultation
Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 8th October 2008






Thursday 27th November 2008
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