
Grendon Parish Council Draft 
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 8th September 
2011 at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.
Present
P. Dawes (Chair)   E. Warrick. M. Howell. S. Bailey. I. Denton. A. Knuff. J. Ross. M. Smith. Cllr  E. Higgins. & 3 Parishioners. 
Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Dicks (holiday).



Open Forum
2 Parishioners attended to comment on the amended planning application for 41 – 45 Main Rd, they felt that they would be overlooked and their light restricted, they requested that the Parish Council ask the planners for a site visit and that the Parish council be in attendance.
Parishioner Bill Morgan said that in the past he had been critical of the Parish Council, he thought that communications need to improve. He also felt that the Parish Plan which had been initiated in 2007 but had subsequently disappeared be re-instated. Rural broadband was also an issue and he hoped that the Parish Council would look at this, a minimum of 50 people were required to make this viable as the cost could be around £10,000.

Another issue raised was the exit from Blackmile Lane as Bill found this dangerous, could a mirror be installed, would the Parish Council look at this.

Bill requested an update on the VAS system as traffic in the village was quite bad, Cllr Howell informed the meeting that the PC had been delayed as insurance was needed and that as this was now in place the camera system would be up and running shortly.

Bill also commented on the state of the pavements and the fact that wheelchairs and pushchairs find it very difficult in many parts of the village, he thought a one way system for the village would be a good idea.  Cllr Higgins pointed out that this was an issue for the County Council Highways department.

Bill wanted to see minutes published asap post meeting and the PC to look into the Localism Bill. The Council told Bill that most of his points were already on the agenda.
Cllr Higgins explained that her role and attendance at the meeting was to see if there were any Borough Council issues.

Cllr Denton asked Bill Morgan what kind of communication he required, a newsletter had been set up in the past but died because of apathy but the council were looking at ways of improving communication in the village.

30.  Minutes of meeting held on 14th July 2011 were approved and signed as a true record as 4,5 & 6.
31.  Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest.

Councillor


Minute No


Item Interest   










M Smith



38.1.1




Planning Application – Stable Block.
32. 
Chairs Report.
Plans for Grendon Lakes regarding the touring caravans were discussed, the plans were to be circulated amongst councillors and added to the next agenda.








33. Risk Assessment.


It was agreed to add the two items re the lone working of the Clerk and the Financial Risks of the council and seek advice on how to rate them at the next internal audit.  
34. Website & Communicating with the Village.
Everyone in the village received a letter from the new Parish Council. No responses have been received to date. The Parish Forum was discussed and Cllr Denton explained the usefulness of this and some past history, it was suggested that in the future this be upgraded to try and encourage more villagers to attend. It was agreed to hold a Parish Forum in April 2012.
It was agreed that the website needed updating as there was a lot of historic information on it that is now irrelevant – Cllr Howell would liaise with Paul Mooney. (1)
Cllr Dawes said that a welcome pack for new villagers was a good idea and Cllr Knuff agreed to look at preparing one including a list of village associations , the Clerk to inform the PC of new residents when this is up and running. (2)
35. Community Safety
      35.1 Monthly Crime Report – July 2011.

3 crimes reported, 1 burglary, 1 Criminal Damage and 1 Theft.

35.2 Monthly Crime Report – August 2011.

Not yet received.
      Neighbourhood Watch was discussed and the lack of detail with the new crime reporting, the Clerk to contact the police on both points.

36. Accounts

      36.1 Income

VAT repayment (2010/11) £1,389.25
      36.2 Expenditure
      Chq No 

Amount

      1101


£904.80 

Park Landscapes ( Playing Field )   VAT £150.80

1102


£515.76 

EON Street Lighting



  VAT £85.96


1103


£59.94


Anglian Water ( Allotments )


1104


£431.56

Clerk 2 months Wages July & August

1105


£100.00

Income Tax on Clerks Wages

1106


£125.00

NCALC New Clerks Training
      36.3 Audit
      The Accounts and associated documents have now gone to BDO , there were two queries regarding expenditure this year versus last year , these have been answered and we are awaiting clearance.

36.4 Review of Internal Controls

A meeting of Cllr Dicks, Cllr Smith and the Clerk to be held 18th October to review the Internal Controls.

The balance in the Current Account stands at £7,478.39 (assuming all cheques presented) 
37. Emergency Plan.
Cllr Warrick to update the current plan and the Clerk to circulate the current plan to all councillors. (3)
38. Planning
      38.1 Planning Applications
      38.1.1
      WP/2011/0344/F – Proposed erection of stable block at Easton Way
      “Insufficient information has been provided in this application to enable a view to be taken on the proposal. Is it for commercial or domestic purposes? What is the extent of the parking provision proposed, which is not included in the description of the proposed development on the application form. Is the existing field access adequate for the proposed use? What provision is to be made for deliveries to the site etc ?. On the basis of the inadequate information the Parish Council submits a holding objection. “


      38.1.2
      WP/2011/0348/49/LB – 56 Main Rd, Widening of existing access to 3M to form vehicular access.
      “The plans submitted in this application indicate a driveway with off road parking which has not been included in the description of the proposed development on the application form and is therefore misleading”.


      38.1.3

      WP/2011/0309/F – 46 Main Rd Grendon, The PC have replied with no comments as this
      was granted permission previously, in 2008.
      38.1.4

      WP/2011/0216/F – 41 & 45 Main Rd Re-modelling of 3 cottages to make 2 ( amended plan)

      “The Parish Council wishes to reiterate the point that a substantial part of the proposed extension is outside the village policy line beyond which development should be resisted. The additional parking proposed is essential in order to help prevent any additional on street parking and should be required to be provided by way of a condition attached to any permission granted. In addition the Parish Council also reiterates the earlier request that this application is determined by the Planning Committee and that a site visit takes place prior to determination.”








      38.2 Planning Permission
      38.2.1.
       WP/2011/0179/F – 25 Easton Way, Grendon, Alterations to single storey dwelling, 
       approved with conditions. 


39. Review of Standing Orders.

      The standing orders were reviewed and agreed by the Council.
 
40. Allotments


It was agreed the PC would join NSALG at a cost of £60.10p.

Cllr Dawes informed the meeting that we will serve notice on all tenants and at the same time issue a new tenancy agreement, should the allotment holders wish to continue. The new tenancy agreement will be prepared by NSALG ( who also provide a one stop legal service ). In the new tenancy agreement the tenants will have to pay for water and maintenance costs for the mower etc. It was agreed it is not fair on the residents of the village that they are effectively paying for the allotment holders water consumption. The new agreement would be circulated to the PC once it has been drafted. In respect of livestock it was agreed that this will have to be dealt with on a case by case basis and particular consideration would be given to water usage  ( It was noted Mary offered to put in a separate water meter in the past). It is also hoped that as the tenants would be responsible for the water bills and maintenance they may be more inclined to form a committee. It was agreed to put the mower on hold as Cllr Denton may be able to source one during the winter. Cllr Dawes confirmed Simon Andrews has agreed to give up one of his two allotments , therefore the Clerk is to contact the first party on the waiting list to see if they will take it over. The plot is in a poor state and if no-one is prepared to take it on then it may fall to the PC to clear it. (4)  
41. Publication of Minutes.

It was agreed that the minutes be published in draft form within a maximum of two weeks after the meeting.
42. Playing Field

Cllr Howell informed the meeting that he had received the inspection report, which cost £195 , Cllr Howell would list all the essential items of repair , as the quote for all the parts alone ( excluding labour ) is £2,338. We would then obtain another quote for the essential items to compare cost. It was noted that there is nothing in the budget to cover these costs and that going forward this will need to be addressed. Cllr Warrick reminded the meeting that there were trees that still needed cutting at the playing field , Cllr Howell said that he would speak to Park Landscapes about the matter, as they had been requested previously to carry out this work. (5)  
43. Insurance

Cllr Dawes agreed to look into the possibility of getting lower costs for insurance.

44. Queens 60th Jubilee

Cllr Denton informed the meeting that Buckingham Palace are encouraging the whole country to have a jubilee lunch / street party on Sunday 3rd June 2012 , on Monday 4th June 2012 beacons are to be lit between 10:00 and 10:30pm. Cllr Denton to set up a village committee to organise an event for the village with all parties encouraged to participate and nominate a representative to the committee. 
45. Planning (New Guidelines ex NCALC)

 Cllr Dawes suggested formation of a sub committee to look at the government’s proposed changes to it’s planning regulations  , the committee to be made up of Cllr’s Dawes, Smith & Bailey, who would carry out their own research into the changes and the Localism Bill and meet in the next 2 weeks. (6) 
46. Any Other Business.


Cllr Dicks in her absence asked that the new bus service for Grendon be brought to the notice of the Parish Council, it was pointed out that the timetable was on the noticeboard at the Village Hall and on the PC e mail site. The Clerk has requested the timetable be published in the Parish Magazine.


A copy of the 2007 Village Plan was distributed to all councillors.


Cllr Smith explained to the Council that in 2007 the village plan was put together, there was a village questionnaire, and the Plan was published with a series of objectives which it was hoped would enhance the village, such as a village shop and a village newsletter along with many other initiatives. The village website was one aspect of the plan which is now working. A lot of time and effort went into the plan but it seemed to fade away for various reasons. Cllr Smith asked that the 2007 plan be reviewed and put on the agenda for the next meeting, Cllr Smith would report on the current situation regarding the Village Shop at the next meeting, Cllr Smith agreed to speak with the landlord of the Half Moon to ascertain the latest position regarding his plans for a village shop in the barn behind the pub car park. Planning consent having been given for the conversion project in February 2009, Cllr Smith agreed to report on the matter at the next meeting. (7)
47.  Correspondence Received.
 NCC


County Connect new bus service offered by Northants County Council.
 NCC


New & Revised Y4 bus service timetable.
 NCC


Highways department August Newsletter.

 Butterworths Local Government Webinars  e mail re Localism Bill.

 Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge e mail re Diamond Jubilee.

 Sundry 

Flyers for village equipment , benches , notice-boards, playground equipment. 
Meeting closed:


9.50pm
Date of next meeting:

Thursday October 6th 7.30pm Grendon Church Rooms.
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