 Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish meeting held on Tuesday 9th October 2007 at Grendon Union Chapel, Main Road, Grendon.

Open Forum

Mr MacDonald made a complaint against the Parish Council following the site for planning application WP/2007/0483/F.  He presented a letter, stating he would not tolerate Parish Councillors talking to him in a disrespectful manner, and demanded an apology from the Council.
Following the site visit, The Parish Council believed the footpath to be in an unsatisfactory state, and contacted a footpath officer to investigate.  The footpath was inspected, and the officer reported that the hedge and shrubs at the entrance to the footpath need cutting back within 28 days.  Mr MacDonald said the Parish Council should have written or spoke to him about the hedge. 

Cllr. Liddle apologised if Mr MacDonald was upset by her manner.

PCSO Bowes attended the meeting, presenting crime figures for September.

He is continuing with a door knock strategy, and is three quarters of the way through visiting all households in the village.  The main problem parishioners have spoken to him about is speeding, particularly on Main Road.  PCSO Bowes has been trained in the use of speed cameras, as speeding is an SCT priority.

67. Present  
Cllrs. M. Liddle (Chair), R. McLester, J. Dicks, I. Gillett, K. Maddocks, J. Goyne and 
E. Warrick.
Also present
2 electors, PCSO Bowes, M. Brown (Evening Telegraph)

68. To accept apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Breslin (business commitment) and Cllr. Roberts (personal commitment), and accepted.
69. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 12th September were approved and signed as a true record as 12, 13 and 14.
70. Matters arising from previous minutes
70.1
Allotments – Tony Callaghan is away on holiday until 18th October.  He will contact Clerk to discuss maintaining the new hedgerow stock.
Clerk and Cllr. Gillett inspected Allotments and will be writing letters informing tenants they need to maintain plots, or they will be in breach of the tenancy agreement.
Anglian Water estimate the meter will be fitted by 26th October.
70.2 White lines – Clerk again contacted Atkins following the poor re-marking of white lines down Easton Way and Main Road.  Awaiting an inspection of the lines.

70.3
Village Shop – The Parish Council has written a letter to the Half Moon landlord supporting a shop in the barn at the pub.

At a meeting of the Parish Plan shop group, there were concerns regarding increased noise from deliveries, and issues with the gravel car park.  The landlord has considered laying a tarmac footpath for pedestrians and pushchairs. 
71. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest

Councillor

Minute no.

Item
Cllr. I. Gillett
82.4



Christmas tree festival

Cllr. McLester
78.2



Entrance gateways

Cllr. J. Goyne
79.1 



Timber smoking shelter at the Half Moon

72. Code of Conduct
Cllrs. Liddle and Warrick attended NALC training on 19th September 2007 - ‘Do you act legally’, found it very useful, and highlighted some important issues:-
72.1
Agenda

72.1.1
The full address of the Parish Council meeting venue should be given.
72.1.2
Reasons for absence should be recorded and approved.  If a member fails to attend throughout six consecutive months they will cease to be a member unless their absence is due to a reason approved by the council. 
72.1.3
Matters Arising is for information only, no decisions can be made

72.1.4
Only correspondence requiring a decision need be listed

72.1.5
Supporting explanatory documents need to be attached



72.1.6
Only items on the agenda can be discussed and decisions made.

72.2
Minutes


72.2.1
Reasons for absence need to be recorded and saved by the Clerk.

72.2.2
Clerks notes taken at meetings should be kept 

72.2.3
Details of items with any decision is required


72.2.4
Councils need a policy of how long to keep documents and when to archive.

72.2.5
Cheques for normal spending i.e. Utilities can be signed before a meeting, but others must be agreed and signed at the meeting.

72.3
AGM


72.3.1
The AGM must be held between 4 and 14 days after polling day



72.3.2
Election of chair must be the first business



72.3.3
Cheque signatories should be decided

72.4
Parish Assembly



72.4.1
Must be held between 1st March and 1st June



72.4.2
14 days notice must be given



72.4.3
Rather than reports from groups, contentious issues could be discussed
72.5
Clerk
72.5.1
Any spending the Clerk has delegated power for, up to what amount and under what circumstances it is to be used must be in Standing Orders.
72.5.2
The Clerk is the Responsible Financial Officer and all Parish Councils must have standing orders for Financial Regulations
72.6
Committee meetings must be open to the public and have agenda and minutes.

72.7
If in doubt over interest in items on agenda, declare it.

73. Empowering Councillors

County Cllr. George Blackwell has written to Parishes inviting suggestions for ways to spend the £10,000 given to each ward.  Cllrs. decided to ask for a donation toward the village entrance gateways.

74. Sand and Gravel

Hanson’s have been taken over by Heidelberg Cement.
Bozeat Sand and Gravel started stripping phase B and noise surveys are being carried out.

Earls Barton quarry has opened a land fill tip, and a permanent sweeper from the quarry to the A45 should be in operation.  A site management survey and impact on wildlife survey is being carried out on the Western Extension and will be submitted by November.

There are two developments affecting Grendon, Hanson’s proposed Western Extension alongside the road between Grendon and Cogenhoe, which will be running for 13 years including restoration, and the Ecton Estate quarry running along the A45, east of the road to Dunkley’s where workings will continue for six and a half years, followed by 10 years aftercare and 12 months restoration.  
Ecton Estate will have a mobile plant access onto the road just before the A45 slip road, enabling lorries to directly access the A45.  They have estimated 174 lorries per day, worst case scenario, Monday to Friday 7.00am – 6.00pm, Saturday 7.00am – 1.00pm, 
A conveyor belt system will carry gravel to the Earls Barton quarry, running under the road, with a crossing on the road for infill traffic.  Hanson’s have discussed laying a cycle path to Wellingborough as part of the restoration, and the plans to returning land to arable use, with proposed hedgerow and woodland areas.

Grendon Parish Council need to respond to Ecton Estate plans, but both developments need to be looked at in tandem.  The quarries will be operational at roughly the same time, leading to an increased volume of traffic.  
75. Risk Assessment

Allianz have clarified that no personal liability will be attached to an individual Councillor but the whole Parish Council, should negligence be proven.
It was resolved that the Playing Field equipment will be inspected visually, and recorded on a weekly basis.  Cllrs. suggested Cllr. Roberts bring a form for inspections to the next meeting.
76. Emergency Plan Review

Cllr. Gillett has submitted a notice to the Parish Magazine asking for people with any skills or equipment to ring her or the Clerk with details.

77. Community Safety

Monthly crime report - September 2007

1 Burglary Dwelling
1 theft of Motor Vehicle
1 theft from Motor Vehicle
1 Criminal Damage to a Motor Vehicle
2 x thefts from an Industrial compound on the outskirt of the village.
YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 19

78. Accounts
78.1
Parish Plan grant
The cost of the Parish Plan is £1217 against an income of £1224 (£1146 from ACRE, £78 donations from Village Needs day).  ACRE said there is no need to refund the difference.  The Parish Council may need to contribute to the Plan in future, but the newsletter is sponsored and the social group is self-funding.  

It was resolved if any Parish Plan groups required money, they must properly apply to the Parish Council for a grant i.e. to cover village hall rent for meetings.  The Council will not provide money for any social events.


78.2
Entrance gateways

Clerk contacted Great Doddington clerk, who explained the gateways are not very useful, due to increased volume of traffic rather than speeding.  They highlight the entrance to the village and 30mph zone and may have been effective if traffic volume had not increased by so much.

Cllr. McLester showed the Council drawings, based on Great Doddington gateways.  Cllrs. discussed the possibility of gateways along the lines of those in Blisworth, stained dark.  Cllr. McLester to bring finalised drawings to the next Parish Council meeting

The blue police sign on Main Road has been installed ahead of mobile VAS and the village will have a speed monitoring device to capture traffic speeds for a week before the monitors are installed.  The programme is currently running two weeks behind schedule.  The signs will be in place for 4 weeks, and then for another 4 weeks from 14th January.

78.3
Remembrance Day wreath

The cost of the wreath is £20, payable to The Royal British Legion.  Cllrs. agreed, Cllr. Dicks to pick up wreath.
Payments

Chq. No.
Amount



907

£156.40
ABB

VAT £23.29

908

£301.69
Clerk


79. Planning

WP/2007/0216/F - Cllr. Maddocks wrote requesting Ms Brown investigate the footpath at 46 Main Road.

Ms Brown has inspected the footpath and will re-visit in 28 days to check whether her report stating the home owner needs to cut back the hedge and shrubs at the entrance have been complied with.
79.1
Applications:-

WP/2007/0628/F – Timber smoking shelter (retrospective application) at Half Moon Inn for Charles Wells Pub Company.  No observations. 

Sand and gravel extraction with restoration to flood plain habitat and agriculture at Earls Barton Quarry, Grendon Road, Earls Barton
79.2 Decisions

None

80. Correspondence Received

NCC
Bozeat and Earls Barton Local Liaison Group – next Meeting Monday 1st October, Cogenhoe Village hall, 5.30pm

WBC
Climate change workshop, 16th October 2007, 10am – 12.00noon, Rockingham Speedway


Remembrance Day Service and Parade – Sunday 11th November 2007.  Cost of wreath is £20.

NALC
AGM, Wednesday 17th October, Wootton Community Centre, 7.30pm

ACRE
The Playing Field, Autumn 2007

Victim Support

AGM 2005/06

Furnitubes

Street furniture solutions catalogue

Allianz


Re: Public 

North Northants Joint Planning Unit
Recommended pre-examination changes to core spatial strategy


81. Items Reported

12.09.07 Water on Main Road.  Anglian Water will be out to correct problem on 20.09.07

14.09.07 Lamp no. 17, Main Road

18.09.07 Missing village sign, Blackmile entrance to village 

18.09.07 Damaged road sign, Church Way/Main Road

18.09.07 Damaged netting on playing field fence, Manor Road

18.09.07
Request to have hedge along Main Road (pumping station to Blackmile Lane) trimmed

24.09.07
Fire damage to Village Hall notice board - request to have it re-painted

3.10.07
Water leak Parsons Close/Manor Road

3.10.07
Lamp no. 15. Main Road 

8.10.07
White lines on Main Road

82. Councillors Comments

82.1
Villagers have enquired about work done at 17 Main Road to the garage and decking. Clerk contacted WBC to enquire about ‘change of use’.  Planning permission is required if premises are to be used for business. The need for planning at 17 Main Road would depend on how many children are being cared for, and whether the use takes over from domestic use.  A development control officer can look into this.
Cllrs. recommend the Clerk asks the home owner if they had enquired about planning before carrying out work.

82.2 The Hardwater Road is getting very busy and dangerous, with an increased volume of traffic speeding along the road.  A small roundabout at the junction of Grendon Road and Hardwater Road may help with this problem
82.3 Cllr. Maddocks presented form to register land as a Town or village green.
82.4 The Parish Council will be entering a tree for the annual Christmas Tree festival, and Cllrs. suggested ‘Twelve Days of Christmas’, with a local government spin and using ‘red tape’.

Meeting closed:


9.10pm



Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 7th November
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