
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 14th January 2010 at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.
Present
M. Liddle (Chair)     R. McLester     J. Dicks     N. Roberts     K. Maddocks                 J. Goyne     E. Warrick     R. Breslin

Also present
M. Brown (E.T.)
Open Forum

Clerk to contact NCC about the delay in installing the new salt bin on Blackmile Lane.

Cllr. McLester has put up the speed signs.

Councillors would like to pass on their congratulations to Grendon Primary School for keeping the

school open through the recent bad weather.
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Gillett (illness)
46. Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 3rd December 2009 were approved and signed

as a true record as 15, 16 and 17.
47. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor


Minute no.

Item
Cllr. Roberts

52.2


S137 Grants (Twinning)

Cllr. Dicks


52.2


S137 Grants (Twinning)

Cllr. Maddocks

52.2


S137 Grants (PCC)
48. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
48.1 Emergency Plan

The plan will be sent to relevant parties.  The resources section needs to be finalised.  Emergency contact details will be place on the Sweetacre notice boars.

49. Affordable Housing
Joanne Richardson, NRHA will attend the next meeting to discuss the criteria list from the Strategic Housing Team.
50. Northamptonshire County Council Draft Budget

Under County Council budget proposals for 2010/11, Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts service will lose funding.

A large number of children in the village receive music tuition through NMPAS; attend music school on Saturday mornings: and play in county ensembles.  If this funding is cut it will exclude some children from receiving music tuition.

Cllr. Goyne pointed out that the County Council would either have to make cuts elsewhere or increase Council tax in order to continue funding NMPAS.

Grendon Hall hosts over 20 residentials every year for music groups.  Cllr. Liddle is meeting with Melanie Cadman at the end of January and will find out exactly how the cuts would affect Grendon hall.  She will also contact Cllrs. Blackwell, Higgins and Beirne, and the leader of the Council to find out their views.

51. Pocket parks
A green area in the village could be designated a pocket park.  Cllrs. decided that as the village is in the open countryside with plenty of nearby parks and the playing field, they would rather money be spent on maintaining footpaths.

52. Accounts
52.1 Council to consider expenditure budget

This covers the expenditure the Council has to pay including Clerks salary, street lighting and the playing field.  A 2% inflator was added in most cases, more for insurance and electricity, and Clerks salary to allow for incremental pay increase.

Regular expenditure is budgeted for £10,833 for 2010/11.  Cllrs. agreed with the budgeted expenditure cost.
52.2
Council to consider S137 grant applications

After hearing all the grant applications, the Council resolved to pay £150 for the financial year 2010/11 to Grendon Twinning Association, Grendon Pre-School, Grendon St. Marys PCC, 1st Grendon St. Marys Rainbows and Grendon Age Concern.  Cllrs. asked the Clerk to find out if 1st Grendon St. Marys Brownies would like to apply for a donation.
52.3
Council to consider discretionary spending

52.3.1
Playing Field equipment and matting needs replacing or repairing.  Cllr. Roberts to look at costing.  Cllrs. resolved to apply for a Ward Support Grant towards the cost.

52.3.2
A new mower is needed for the allotment.  Cllr. Breslin to look into replacing the broken mower.

52.3.3
The Council is considering purchasing a mobile VAS.  The cost is estimated at £2,500/£3,000.  A new pole will need to be erected on Easton way.  Clerk to chase costing.
52.4
Council to resolve precept

Cllrs. reviewed regular expenditure against income for 2009/10 against budgeted figures for 2010/11 and reluctantly resolved that the precept should be increased to £13,000 to cover the budgeted regular expenditure and S137 grants, allowing a small amount to cover discretionary spending.
52.5
Accounts for payment

The accounts for payment as listed hereunder:

Chq. No.
Amount


1021
£160.70

E.ON




VAT £20.96

1022
£326.21

Clerks salary and expenses

1023
£400


Poors Land Charity
53. Community Safety
Monthly crime report – November/December 2009

2 thefts from motor vehicles

1 violent offence

1 criminal damage

YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 22

54. Planning
54.1 Planning Applications
None received
54.2 Decisions
None received
55. Correspondence Received
ACRE
Grendon has been selected to take part in Community Speed Watch in 2010, from 3rd April – 15th May.  16 letters were sent following the last Speed watch period, 3 to local residents.

Wellingborough Rural South SCT
Community panel meeting set speeding in Easton Way as a priority.  The next meeting will be held at 7.30 pm on Thursday 8th April 2010 at Wollaston Village Hall.

Clerks & Councils Direct
January 2010

Meeting Closed:
8.32pm

Date of next meeting:
Thursday 11th February 2010
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