
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 22nd April 2009 at Grendon Village Hall Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)     R. McLester     J. Dicks     I. Gillett     E. Warrick     N. Roberts     K. Maddocks     R. Breslin     

Also present
M. Brown (E.T.)
Open Forum
1.
Allotment
Gary Zboky has written to the Parish Council saddened and uneasy at the Parish Councils dealings with Simon Andrews; and also about the theft of a water container from his plot.
The Clerk has responded, explaining the Parish Council have spent a lot of time and money improving the allotment area, and that pathways need to be maintained around the plots in order that the newly planted hedgerow saplings can be easily accessed.

The allotment area has been inspected.  The brambles have been cleared from the central pathway.  Weeds need to be cleared from the hedgerow saplings.
Simon Andrews complained to the Parish Council about dogs being bought onto the allotment.  

Cllrs. agreed this is in breach 5 (d) of the Allotment tenancy agreement – ‘No dog shall be bought into or kept in the area of the Allotments’.  Clerk to write al letter informing the tenant dogs must not be bought onto the allotment at any time.

2.
Playing Field
The FOGS committee informed the Parish Council that they will be using the Playing Field to site bouncy castles for a school summer fundraiser.
Apologies for absence



Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Goyne (holiday).

101. Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 25th March 2009 were approved and signed

as a true record as 31, 32, 33, 34 and 35.
102. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor

Minute no.

Item


Cllr. McLester
103.4


Bench in memory of Jack and Rachel

Cllr. Breslin

104


Allotment

103. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
103.1 Soccer School

The Clerk notified Gavin Kelly that he can use the Playing Field on 27th – 29th May for a soccer school and requested a donation to the Parish Council.  

103.2
Cricket Club


The Clerk has left a message for the Cricket Club president, reminding him to encourage safe parking on Easton Way.

103.3
Borough Councillors Ward Support
Grendon Parish Council has been awarded £1,586.17 from the Ward Support Fund towards repairs/replacements to equipment on the playing field.  The Clerk e-mailed thank you to Cllrs. Eileen Higgins and Jo Beirne.

103.4 Bench in memory of Jack and Rachel

The bench has been positioned near the swings at the top of the playing field facing Jack and Rachel’s house, and a plaque in memory of the Chapel has been received.  

A ceremony has been organised for the unveiling of the memorial bench on Saturday 2nd May, followed by tea and biscuits at the Church Room.  Clerk to contact Joy Smith and ask for names of guests to invite.
103.5
Accounting Issues

A letter of complaint has been sent to Nat West regarding the charges.

103.6 Housing Needs Survey
The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk walked around the village with the affordable housing enablers.  The enablers will ask planners to check the viability of the sites before asking the Parish Council whether they wish to proceed.
104. Allotment
Cllr. Breslin met Simon Andrews at the allotment on Sunday 29th April.  Mr Andrews considered the pathway round his allotment to be a change to his tenancy as he said there had not been one before.  Cllrs. stated a pathway is needed around the plots to enable contractors to maintain the young hedgerow saplings.  The issue of a pathway for the use of other tenants was a secondary issue.

Mr Andrews explained to Cllr. Breslin that there are a number of tree stumps near the hedge, making it difficult and dangerous to walk, and as weeds are a problem along the hedge, he has planted rhubarb to control them as much as possible.

Tenants manage weeds as best they can, but Cllrs. understand this can be a difficult task.  At times nettles and other large weeds grow between the plots and the hedge.  Tenants must try and keep weeds along the hedge cut down.

Mr Andrews offered to keep the weeds down near the hedge to give light and access to the hedgerow saplings; and to let tenants use of the path through the middle of his plot, giving them access to their plots.   Cllrs. accepted Mr Andrews’s proposals.
Cllr. Breslin offered to be the Allotment Liaison Officer.  Cllrs. unanimously accepted.

105. Accounts
105.1 Insurance Renewal

Allianz Cornhill has sent a renewal invitation for 2009/10 of £1030.65 to be paid by 1st June 2009.  RESOLVED.

105.2 Northants CALC and Internal Audit service membership renewal

NCALC Membership renewal for 2009/10 is £132.02 and the Internal Audit Service fee for year ending 31st March 2010 is £138.92.  RESOLVED.

105.3
Annual Audit for year ending 31 March 2009
The accounts need to be approved before 30th June 2009.  The annual return and supporting information needs to be returned to BDO Stoy Hayward by 31st July 2009.  

105.4
Clerks appraisal

The Clerks appraisal has been arranged for 11.00am on Wednesday 3rd June with Cllrs. Liddle and Dicks.
105.5 Accounts for payment
The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:
Chq. No.
Amount


981

£352.11

Clerks salary & expenses

982

£12.00

Grendon Village Hall

983

£270.94

Northants CALC (Membership and internal audit

984

£150


1st Grendon (St. Marys) Rainbows (S137)

985

£150


Grendon St. Marys PCC (S137)

986

£150


Grendon Age Concern (S137)

987

£150


1st Grendon (St. Marys) Brownies (S137)

988

£150


Grendon Twinning Association (S137)

989

£150


Little Rascals (S137)

990

£12


Grendon Village Hall

991

£246.40

E.ON


VAT £32.14

Lamp 35 repair

992

£1030.65

Allianz

106. Community Safety
Police have recently dealt with an illegal shooting in Grendon.
107. Planning
107.1 Planning Applications

None received
107.2 Decisions

107.2.1
Permission

WP/2009/0006/LB – Removal of existing render and re-pointing of stonework to front and rear of dwelling at 80 Main Road for Mr Parkin.

WP/2009/0021/LB – Conversion of old barn behind the pub car park into a small village shop at The Half Moon for Anthony Pool.

107.2.2  
Refusal

Variation/removal of condition 8 of planning permission WP/1997/0451 granted by the Planning Inspectorate dated 27/05/1999 to bring within the cartilage of  26 Main Road the parking spaces at the rear of 30-34 Main Road and hereby prevent the use of the spaces by the occupiers at 26 Main Road for Mr Stockwin.
108. Correspondence Received
WBC
Centralised invoice processing function and implemented a new financial system

Choice based lettings.  Consultation on the new Allocation Policy – www.wellingborough.gov.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?categoryID=946&documentID=646 

Graffiti Removal Programme – commenced 23rd March 2009 with removal of graffiti from Glamis Hall.  Programme of work will include Wellingborough town centre and all parishes

emda

emda news – winter edition 2009

NALC

Update – March/April 2009

ICO

Tick Tock DVD – advice on handling requests for information under FOIA and 

EIR, and guidance on the ICO’s model publication scheme.  Passed to Cllr. Maddocks
NCC
Transport and Highways – The Way Forward.  Thursday 23rd April at the Park Inn Hotel, Northampton from 5.30pm until 9.00pm.




Midland Tree Specialists
Writing to be considered for any future tree work

CarillionWSP
A45 Trunk Road; Bridge works – Ecton Lane, Northampton to Millers Park, Wellingborough.  Works scheduled to start Wednesday 22nd April, expected to take 8 weeks to complete re-painting steelwork of 8 bridges

Village Viewpoint
Spring 2009 
East Midlands Regional Assembly

East Midlands Regional Plan: Partial Review.  The current version of the regional Plan was published on 12th March 2009.  Revised timetable for Partial Review process.

Community Speed Watch

Evaluation sheet

Equality and Human Rights Commission
Public Sector Equality Duties

109. Items Reported
109.1
TF10 footpath from Station Road reported to Trevor Higgs as almost impassable in 3 places
109.2
Tipping of several tons of builders’ rubble on the green lane off Blackmile Lane.  Highways do not have a contract in the area.  Clerk contacted WBC and is waiting to find out whose responsibility it is to clear waste.
Meeting closed:

8.00pm
Date of next meeting:
Thursday 21st May 2009 - AGM

PAGE  
37

