
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 26th May 2010
at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)      R. Breslin      R. McLester      J. Dicks      N. Roberts        K. Maddocks              J. Goyne
Also present
4 parishioners     M. Brown (E.T)
Open Forum
Questions raised about Affordable Housing in Grendon by 4 Parishioners:-

A concern about the Housing Needs survey is that of the 63 returns, 60 were discounted by NRHA.

Results of the survey showed that 60 people felt they were adequately housed which left 3 people with a housing need under the criteria used by the NRHA.
A question as to whether there was already Affordable Housing in the village.

There are some rented homes, owned by Wellingborough Homes (previous Council houses) as well as privately owned premises for rent.
Although NRHA were originally providing affordable rural homes for shared ownership, the present financial climate means they will be for rent.

A comment was made that if a development were to bring increased facilities – bus stops, a shop; it would be a good thing.

There was a question about whether any development would be built in sustainable materials and how eco-friendly they would be.

At present the Council do not know about what, if any sustainable materials would be used.  The development in Bozeat, opened last summer, certainly was eco-friendly in terms of heating etc.

The Council can state that any development would blend in with any other properties in the vicinity.

One parishioner who has been in contact with NRHA raised the following points:-

He was under the impression that if the planners confirm that possible sites would be alright, and the owners were willing to sell a small scheme would go ahead.
The Council said that the Parish Council have not moved out onto the stage of approaching land owners.
The parishioner stated that if the Parish Council objected to the scheme, if planning had been approved and owners prepared to sell the land then the Parish Council could not do anything about it.

The Chair stated that, that was not the Councils understanding of the process.

There was a concern that houses built on land brought by NRHA that the criteria may change to include people from other villages and cascade to include people form further afield.

The Chair agreed to contact NRHA to clarify the points raised as some are in direct opposition to information that the Parish Council have been working under for over two years.

When asked if any possible sites could be revealed the answer from the Parish Council was no.

The Parish Council assured parishioners the scheme would be discussed in order to reach a balanced and measured decision.

When asked how they would know what was happening they were told to ask any Councillor.

The Chair stated that it was important to remember that some people identified with a connection to the village, could already live here; work in the village; have parents in the village; or have children in the village.  They would not necessarily be unemployed, or not have a car or be unaware of the lack of village facilities.
Grendon Hall

Grendon hall have received funding to construct a Yurt village offering short break accommodation for up to 30 people, in particular for those with special needs.  The shower and toilet blocks will also be re-furbished.  The project needs to be completed by March 2011 to get the funding.
Cars are being parked on the grass verge and a resident has been out to re-turf the area.

TF1

The footpath needs clearing. If the path isn’t cleared, the land owner will be notified that the Parish Council will clear the footpath and forward the bill.  Clerk to notify Trevor Higgs.
Chequers Lane

Green sewage lorries travelling down Chequers Lane are causing a disturbance to residents, and damaging the tarmac.  Clerk to report.

Phone Kiosk
Cllr. McLester has received costs of repairs and parts.  It will cost the Council approximately £80 to replace the glass panels.  Cllrs. resolved to purchase the kiosk.

Parking outside the Crown

Although the police have recently dealt with this problem, there still seems to be concerns over the parking of a vehicle on the bend.  The Clerk requires the vehicles details before reporting it to the police.

Yardley Road
A youth was knocked off his moped on the corner of Yardley Road.
1. To elect Chairperson for the municipal year 2010/11
Cllr. Liddle was re- elected as Chair of Grendon Parish Council for the municipal year 2010/11, proposed by Cllr. Roberts and seconded by Cllr. McLester.  Cllrs. thanked Cllr. Liddle for the hard work she had put in on behalf of the Council over the last year.

Cllr. Liddle signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Gillett (holiday) and Cllr. Warrick (sick).
3. To elect Vice Chairperson for the municipal year 2010/11
Cllr. McLester was re-elected as Vice-Chair of Grendon Parish Council for the municipal year 2010/11, proposed by Cllr. Dicks and seconded by Cllr. Goyne.
4. Councillors Responsibilities

Planning applications and site visits
Cllrs. Liddle, McLester, Maddocks, Roberts agreed to continue.  Cllr. Goyne will also assume the responsibility of reviewing Planning Applications and attending site visits and Regulatory Committee meetings.

Financial Advisor


Cllr. Goyne

Internal Control Auditor
Cllr. Dicks

Playing Field and Equipment
Cllr. Roberts

Community Safety


Cllrs. Liddle and Warrick


Sand and Gravel Liaison & Middle Nene Group

Cllrs. Dicks and Goyne

Parish Surveyor
Cllr. Roberts.

Charities:-

Secretary
Cllr. Dicks


Trustees

Cllr. Liddle, Father David Spokes, Neil Marshman

Grendon Hall Advisory Committee

Cllr. Liddle

Village Hall Management Committee
Cllr. McLester

Footpaths


Trevor Higgs 
The following responsibilities will be decided at the next meeting: - Allotment Liaison, Internal Control Reviewer,
Emergency Officer (to include the role of Flood Officer), Assets register and Risk Assessment.
5. Minutes of meeting held on held on Thursday 29th April 2010 were approved and signed as a true record as 27, 28, 29 and 30.

6. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 
Councillor


Minute no.

Item Interest 
Cllr. McLester 

7.2



Church Wall
7. Matters arising (for information only)
7.1
Overgrown tree on boundary of cemetery and 37 Main Road

The Clerk and Cllr. Higgins both contacted Felicity Webber.  The tree can now be removed.

7.2 Church Wall

The holly tree has now been removed and the wall will be repaired soon.
7.3 Yardley Road Hedge

WBC will prune the sycamore tree opposite no. 8 Yardley Road in 2011 subject to funding; and will cut the hawthorn hedge in the annual grounds maintenance programme.  The Borough Council have said they will not carry out works solely for aesthetic or amenity purposes.  Any work will be on safety grounds only.
7.4 Allotment

The Clerk has drawn up a notice for the allotment notice board.
8. Affordable Housing
The Chair agreed to contact Joanne Martin at NRHA to seek re-clarification of points raised by parishioners which seemed to be in opposition to their current and previous understanding.

Some Councillors wanted to know if their were other schemes (other than Bozeat) to look at. Chair to get information to Councillors.

Chair to seek information from other Chairs as to any benefits achieved through having an Affordable Housing scheme.
One Councillor believed there was already (Council) Wellingborough Homes for rent in the village at almost 12%.  Chair to investigate.

Councillors had a wide ranging discussion on brownfield sites, and personal concerns of some parishioners on the effect that Affordable Housing run by NRHA will have on house prices, crime, over-crowding, the infrastructure and parking.

As some concerns had been raised and some points needed further clarification, the Parish Council felt that in order to consider the benefits and concerns thoroughly all of the above needed to be done before the Council made a decision about the next stage.
9. Local Councils Conference 
The Local Conference will be held on Wednesday 16th June at Towcester Racecourse.  Unfortunately Grendon parish Council will be unable to send a representative.
Grendon Parish Council tries to ensure a member of the Council is available to attend meetings.  Cllrs. urged the Chair not to feel under any obligation to attend meetings if no-one else could.

10. Community Safety
10.1
Monthly Crime Report – April 2010

1 Burglary in building - Main Road

1 Criminal damage - window smashed on vehicle Blackmile Lane

2 theft of motor vehicle - Manor Road and Blackmile Lane (both undetected)

1 Vehicle interference - Yardley Road
10.2
Traffic Survey Report

Traffic survey from VAS post on Main Road, between 29th July and 6th August 2009, facing out of the village:-

Amount of vehicles in survey – 11,375

85% - 38mph (85% of the vehicles are not exceeding this speed)

Max speed – 72 mph
11. Accounts

11.1 School Playing Field Rent
To be discussed at the next meeting.
11.2 Annual Return for the year-end 31 March 2010
Cllrs. approved the Statement of accounts and annual governance statement for Audit year ending 31 March 2010.
11.3 Internal audit

2009/10 accounts to be audited by Internal Auditor on Thursday 27th May.
11.4 Accounts for payment 
The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:
Chq. No.
Amount


1043

£213.85


Park Landscapes



£31.85 VAT

1044

£1102.12


Aon Limited





1045

£80




Grendon PCC 

1046

£28.18



Anglian Water

1047

£357.39


Clerks salary & expenses

£5.80 VAT

12. Planning

12.1 Planning Applications

WP/2010/0105/F – Erection of a single dwelling house at 40a Main Road for Mr and Mrs T Vincent.  Amended plans.  Objections to the original plan remain for this amended application.
12.2 Decisions

CON/2010/0006/TCON Removal of Ash Tree Boundary to St. Marys Church Cemetery and 37 Main Road, Grendon, Northampton.  No objection to removal of tree.  Clerk has contacted Park Landscapes to remove tree.
13. Correspondence Received
WBC
Amenity Hedge and Tree – Yardley Road.   The Council will prune the sycamore tree in 2011 subject to funding; and will cut the hawthorn hedge in the annual grounds maintenance programme.  The Borough Council have said they will not carry out works solely for aesthetic or amenity purposes.  Any work will be on safety grounds only.


Publication Scheme – list of all documents produced by WBC, how to obtain copies and current charge.
NCC
Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework: Core Strategy Development Plan document was formally adopted on 20 May 2010.


Changes to household waste recycling centres from 21st June 2010 - leaflets
ACRE
Speed Watch data


Clerks & Councils Direct
May 2010


FIT

AGM – Wednesday 16th June, 4.15 at the Ramada Hotel, Kenilworth.

Meeting closed:


9.27pm


Date of next meeting:

Thursday 8th July
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