
   Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 11th February 2010 at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
M. Liddle (Chair)     J. Dicks     K. Maddocks     E. Warrick     J. Goyne    N. Roberts     I. Gillett     
Also present
Carol Conway (Principle Housing Strategy Officer, WBC) Joanne Martin (NHRA)      M. Brown (ET)
Open Forum

Nails sticking out of village gateway on Station Road. 
Following the Chairs meeting with Melanie Cadman at Grendon Hall, and letters to Peter

Bone Mp and County Councillor George Blackwell, the proposed budget cut to NMPAS may

not have as bad an impact as initially thought.
Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. McLester (holiday) and Cllr. Breslin (work)
56. Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 14th January 2010 were approved and signed

as a true record as 18, 19 and 20.
57. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor


Minute no.

Item

58. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
58.1
Grit bin – Blackmile lane

Clerk has contacted NCC, and will be contact shortly by Mathew Barber who is currently assessing grit bins.

58.2
VAS
Clerk has contacted Steve Barber, and the Council will be invoice when the pole has been erected.  He estimates £300 - £500.  He will send details of approved suppliers to choose a sign.  The Council needs to give details of 3 people who will put out devices: a copy of the Parish insurance; and an application for a Section 50 licence to cover the Council putting private devices on the highway, costing around £350.

58.3
Ward Support Grant

Cllr. Roberts met with Playdale to look at the playing field equipment, and although it does not need replacing immediately, work needs to be done to repair equipment, it looks like this years Ward Support money will go to other parishes.
Cllr. Roberts has contacted Cllr. Beirne.  Cllrs. recommend inviting Cllr Beirne to attend a parish Council meeting to discuss issues with repairs and replacements to the equipment.
58.4 Street Doctor

Clerk has reported potholes on Parsons Close and near Dunkley’s again.

59. Affordable Housing

There are currently 10 people on the list for affordable houses in Grendon.  Potential tenants must meet with S106 criteria, a legal agreement, in order to be offered a property.  The Parish Council can decide on local connection criteria, and would be involved in drawing up the S106 agreement.
NRHA will actually own the properties, and the Borough Council will nominate potential tenants.  Potential tenants will be refused nomination if they do not meet housing association criteria.

NRHA propose 6 affordable properties in Grendon, but the Parish Council would make the final decision on actual number.  NRHA will then apply to a Government Agency – the Homes and Communities Agency – for 35 – 45% of the project costs and NRHA will meet the rest of the costs.

The properties will be offered as rented accommodation, as there is only one mortgage lender for shared ownership in the current credit climate.  NRHA would always keep 20% of the property in order that the house will remain affordable in perpetuity.

Where need for affordable housing has been demonstrated, land not normally given planning permission would receive exception site permission but only for affordable houses.  Highways are consulted once plans have been submitted.
NRHA will come back to a Parish Council meeting once a Land Registry search has been complete on proposed sites in the village.
Cllrs agreed to poll the village with a simple questionnaire to find out whether the Council should go ahead and support the scheme.  

60. Allotment

The Council has received complaints of dog fouling on the allotment.  Cllrs. suggest calling the Dog warden.
61. Annual Review

Councillors to write a report for the 2009/10 Annual Review, and bring it to the meeting on Thursday 18th March.
62. Accounts 

62.1
Fields in Trust Membership

Council RESOLVED to renew membership to Fields in Trust

62.2
Wollaston Community First Responders (CFR) 

The group are asking for donation to help set up CFR in conjunction with the East Midlands Ambulance Service.  The CFR will cover Bozeat, Easton Maudit, Farndish, Great Doddington, Grendon, Hinwick, Irchester, Little Irchester, Podington, Strixton and Wollaston.

Cllrs. agreed that the scheme should be supported as it would undoubtedly save a life within the village.  Clerk to find out what other parishes are donated.  The Parish Council would be able to make a donation under S137.

62.3
S137 Grant application

The Council RESOLVED to make a S137 payment of £150 to 1st Grendon St. Marys Brownies for the financial year 2010/11.
62.4
Accounts for payment

The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:
Chq. No.
Amount


1024

£493.42

E.ON






£64.36 VAT

1025

£343.31

Clerks salary & expenses

£3.05 VAT

1026

£39.99


McAfee 1 year subscription

63. Community Safety
Monthly crime report

None received

64. Planning
64.1
Planning Applications
None received
64.2 
Decisions
None received

65. Correspondence received
NALC
Information about the Governments consultation on the 12 draft national Policy Statements for energy infrastructure.


Leadership Academies – 29 March – 1 April, 13 – 16 July or 16 – 19 November.


Incorporation of the Association and notice of Special General meeting.


Update January/February 2010


Debbie Skinner
Parish magazine questionnaire.  Passed to magazine editor.

Andy Brown
Letter re: overgrown hedge between his property and cemetery, and large tree damaging retaining wall.  Clerk has reported problem to Park Landscapes.

East Mids Fire and Rescue Control centre
Information relating to a Government initiative to establish a Fire and Rescue Control Centre for the east Midlands in Leicestershire.

Meeting closed:


9.00pm
Date of next meeting:

Thursday 18th March 2010







Thursday 29th April 2010 (Parish Assembly)







Thursday 25th May 2010 (AGM)
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