Grendon Parish Council 
A meeting of Grendon Parish Council was held on Wednesday 6th September 2006 in Grendon Union Chapel.  
1. Present
M. Liddle   R. McLester   J. Dicks   R. Breslin   J. Goyne   N. Marshman   N. Roberts





 I. Gillett
 
2. Apologies for absence

K. Maddocks
3. Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 24th May 2006 were approved and signed as a true record as 5, 6, 7 and 8.
4. Matters arising
Cllr. Liddle welcomed Cllr. Marshman back onto the Parish Council.  Cllr. Marshman signed the Code of Conduct, Declaration of Financial Interests and Declaration of Office
Planning Meetings – 4 were scheduled, but 2 cancelled as the Parish Council did not receive planning applications.  Cllrs. unanimously agreed to stop holding separate Planning Meetings.  Plans will be circulated around the Planning Sub-Committee, and will be available for consultation at the start of full Council meetings.
Sand and Gravel – Gravel currently being extracted from Bozeat quarry is the wrong sort, and Hansons are bringing gravel into the area which is costing extra.

Church Way – Chair has passed on names of conservation experts to Cllr. Maddocks.

5. Members Declaration of Interest

None declared
6. Parish Plan
Data is currently being input into spreadsheets which is expected to take a coupe of weeks. Then members of the Parish Plan group will begin analysing the data.
7. Risk Assessment
Following audit of accounts, the Independent Internal Auditor suggested the Council required a Risk Assessment, covering areas such as playing field equipment, lone working and financial arrangements. 

A weekly inspection of the Playing Field was recommended.  Cllrs. did not want to ‘inspect’ the equipment and the sign that it had been done without the knowledge and training to do so.  Cllrs. unanimously agreed it could make the Council liable in the case of an accident.  
Grendon Parish Council would continue with the annual inspection by Wicksteed and regular monitoring by Cllrs.  It was suggested Cllr. Roberts telephone number be publicised in the Parish Magazine to allow parishioners to report problems relating to the Playing Field. 



Cllrs. will consider risks and discuss a risk assessment document at the next Council Meeting.
8. Community Safety

Monthly crime report – June

4 other crimes

Monthly crime report – July

2 Burglary dwelling

1 theft of motor vehicle 
1 theft from motor vehicle

2 other crimes

9. Accounts
Audit – Accounts have been audited by an Independent Internal Auditor, who made suggestions regarding compliance and accuracy, including:- 

a) A payment voucher system for cheque payments – certified by Clerk and signed by both signatories. The cheque number becomes invoice number.
b) Risk review – an annual risk review should be carried out and minuted.
c) Risk assessments – Council to obtain full risk assessments from companies/organisations that use Council property.  Contractors should also provide COSHH assessments.
d) The auditor recommended the Council adopts a separate set of financial regulations.
e) The cheque number should be recorded on minutes.
f) Items on the agenda should be sequentially numbered.  Cllrs. agreed on a yearly system, starting at the first meeting after the AGM, in line with page numbering.

Cllrs. were in agreement the Council should immediately adopt recommendations presented by Independent Internal Auditor.
Cllrs. approved the annual return for audit: year ended 31st March 2006, and approved the statement of assurance.
Capital Estimates application – RFO to find out the correct procedure for filling in the form, and discuss the possibility of applying at the 2007 Full Council Finance meeting.

Church Floodlights – The Parish Council has received a letter on behalf of St. Mary’s Church, explaining that WBC is discontinuing church floodlighting.  The PCC has asked if Grendon Parish Council would consider funding the lights.  After discussion, Cllrs. agreed the Clerk should find out more information regarding the cost of assuming responsibility for the lights.  The subject of the lights would be deferred until the next meeting. 
Clerks’ appraisal – Cllrs. Liddle and Breslin to conduct Clerks appraisal
LexisNexis Butterworths have given the Parish Council a £25 voucher following problems with delivery of the copy of Local Council Administration by Charles Arnold-Baker.
Following cancellation of a number of Planning Meetings, Cllrs. unanimously agreed to pay the Chapel for all the meetings the Council had booked the room for. 


Payments

Chq no.

Amount




828


£126



NALC


 Internal Auditor












829


£173.90


Harvest Studios













830


£177



A Comery 
Clerks salary and expenses 1 – 31.07.06

831


£32



ACRE


Membership 2006/07


832


£147.86


ABB 


Street light maintenance




833


£199.96


A. Comery
Clerks salary and expenses 1 – 31.08.06 (VAT £2.46)


834


£30



Grendon Union Chapel 
(Meetings - 26.07.06, 16.08.06, 6.09.06)



10. Planning

WP/2006/0399/F – Single Storey extension to side and rear at 4 Sharplands for Mr and Mrs Mooney

WP/2006/0470/F – 2 storey rear extension and new double garage at 1 The Knoll for Mr Pandit and Ms Lawson

WP/2006/0424/F – Form new access to highway and new garage at 19 - 23 Church Way for Mr Worboys

WP/2006/0428/F – Conversion of garage annex and erection of conservatory at 8 Blackmile Lane for Mr Blacklee

WP/2006/0467/CA – Demolition of section of boundary walling, new entrance and drive.  Erection of garage at 19 – 23 Church Way for Mr Worboys

Planning Applications were considered at the Public Consultations on 26th July and 16th August 2006.  Objections were not raised for any of the applications.
11. Correspondence Received
NCC
Development and direction of NCC.  

Medium term plan 2006/10 summary

Making Northamptonshire better – review of progress

Chair of NCC requesting Parish Chair and population info

Sustainable transport school workshops.  Opportunity to fund a show for our school

County wide byway survey

Small grants application form for the development of new youth clubs projects 

and initiatives

Highway matters – Sweetacre.  Follow up letter to visit at site on 24th July 2006.

Accessibility strategy 2006/7 – 2010/11

Temporary footpath diversion order – TF3

Invitation to Chairman’s Reception

Letter to encourage continued support of libraries - placing Minutes

WBC

Site specific proposals and town centre area action plan development plan documents

Wellingborough Town Centre strategic framework

Atkins
Annual Parish Questionnaire 2006

Environment Agency

River Nene catchment flood management plan.  Consultation on draft CFMP and exhibitions – 12th and 14th September

NALC
Update June/July 2006:-

Information on declaring interests

Report from National Council on Local Government White Paper

Legal Topic Note: 
Basic Charity law – Local Councils and Trustees


Legal briefing:  Memorial safety in cemeteries 


Evening to discuss recruitment of Parish Constables – 11th October, Police HQ, Wooton Hall, 7pm



Village Viewpoint – Summer 2006


The Playing Field


AGM – 17th October, The Council Chamber, NCC

Central Networks
Building better and safer environments in your community – grants available to local groups of up to £2500

emda

News magazine August 2006

Windpower News
Issue 3

BCTV
Funded by the Countryside Agency to develop and maintain aggregate extractions around the County.  Task days available at Summer Leys SSSI

ENVA
Information to help plan for retirement


Alzheimer’s Society 
Newsletter

Your home your future
Newsletter

Hayeswood Landscapes
Commercial land and domestic maintenance

BBC
Breathing spaces campaign

Gambling Act 2005

Standards Committee
Alleged breach of Code of Conduct by a Borough Councillor
Encams
A Guide to improving your local environment


Litter and the Law  - a guide for the public

Victoria Centre 
AGM – 18th September 2006

Asian crafts workshop – 7th September 2006

Grendon PCC
Request to fund Church floodlights

12. Councillors Comments

Clerk to contact Bill Wiley about hedge laying at the Allotment


Footpath stiles are gradually being replaced

Items for reporting:-

Station Road footpath – still overgrown


Hedges on bridleway behind houses on Easton Way, past Sharplands, require trimming.


Trees growing over electricity cables on Chequers Lane 

Meeting closed: 


 
9.08pm
Date of next meeting:

Wednesday 18th October









Wednesday 6th December
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