
Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish meeting held on Wednesday 23rd July 2008 at Grendon Union Chapel, Main Road, Grendon.

Present

M. Liddle (Chair)    R. McLester    J. Dicks    J. Goyne    K. Maddocks    
Also present
M. and S. Walker
M. Brown (E.T)

Open Forum
Mary and Steve thanked the Parish Council and BTCV for the work that has been done to clear the allotment, particularly plots 6 and 7.  

They will continue to restore their plots into a working organic plot, and asked the Parish Council for permission to add a small selection of bantams, ducks, quail and pigs to the chickens already in place.  They already have ten chickens over five breeds installed.

As the land is so rutted, uneven and ‘rooty’ they would like to keep pigs.  Land at Stone Pitts has been used for keeping pigs before, and they are keen to introduce a couple of Gloucester Old Spots and piglets up to weaning stage.  They would install two fences around the pens.
They are also keen to develop a ‘Knowledge Centre’ to help teach local children at the school and playgroup about the importance of good animal husbandry and welfare.

Cllr. Dicks asked if they had consulted other allotment tenants.  Mary explained they hadn’t yet spoken to all tenants, but those she had discussed the idea with were very positive and supportive.

Mary and Steve would ensure they had insurance to cover liability, and would have provision to keep animals inside if any incidence of bird flu or foot and mouth arose.

The Parish Council agreed Mary and Steve could put bantams and small breed chickens, ducks and quails on the allotment, but the decision to keep pigs will be made at the September meeting.  The Parish Council will consult with properties on Easton Way overlooking the plots, and Mary will discuss the proposed idea with all tenants.

Cllr. Maddocks has looked at the Town Centre Plan.

Cllr. Warrick has passed details of lorries driving along Manor Road to Cllr. Dicks who will contact the quarry.

Mary Brown noticed a huge lorry parked in the verge outside Grendon Hall, worried it could be used as a truck stop.  Chair to contact Grendon Hall.

The poor state of footpaths was raised by Cllr. Maddocks.  Due to crop creep, many local footpaths are unwalkable, and the Parish Council agreed they would need to take a sterner view with land owners in future years to ensure footpaths are kept clear; otherwise the Parish Council will bill the land owner for any necessary clearance.

Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from I. Gillett, N. Roberts, E. Warrick and R. Breslin.
25. Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 24th June 2008 were approved and signed as a 

true record as 5, 6, 7 and 8.
26. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor

Minute no.

Item

Cllr. Dicks

31


Twinning

Cllr. McLester

27.4


Entrance gateway
Cllr. Goyne

32.1


WP/2008/0356/F

27. Matters arising from previous minutes (for information only)
27.1 20 Church Way

Lesia and John Harrod have submitted their planning application.  Alex Stevenson has informed them it will go to Regulatory Committee due to a TPO now placed on one of their trees that needed removing. Grendon Parish Council have written letter of objection to the TPO on the blue spruce.  Chair to attend Regulatory meeting.
27.2 Planning issues

Chair has written to Alex Stevenson, and the Clerk has requested Conservation Area planning leaflets.  Alex responded with a copy of Harborough District Councils as WBC does not produce one.

Bill Morgan e-mailed the Parish Council highlighting the Governments proposal to set up Advisory Committees which cover Conservation Areas in PPG15.  Clerk to write to Alex Stevenson about the Advisory Committee stating Grendon would be interested if one is set up, and to ask why WBC no longer produces a Conservation Ares leaflet.

27.3   
Empowering Councillors

George Blackwell wrote to the Parish Council asking for schemes from other organisations in the village to be submitted for consideration for a grant form the Empowering Councillors scheme that has been agreed for this financial year.

Clerk contacted all the youth groups in the village, and received schemes from Grendon Sapphires for money towards a ride on triple gang mower, and Grendon Nursery playgroup for help to replace chairs and tables in the church room with height adjustable tables and child sized chairs.   These schemes have been passed onto to George Blackwell.
27.4 
Entrance gateways

The Clerk has written to R. McLester Builders asking for work to commence on the entrance gateways as per quote.
28. Allotments
28.1 BTCV have finished clearing the hedge and burning dead branches.  Lots of rubbish

has been collected and has been piled up near the main entrance gateway.  
Resolved that the Council will hire a skip to clear the allotment.  Cllr. McLester to gauge skip size needed.  Clerk to write to tenants reminding them it is their responsibility to keep the allotment tidy.  Allotment rent will be reviewed in November.
28.2 The two remaining plots have been taken by Bozeat residents following recent 

correspondence with Bozeat Parish Council.  There is now a waiting list for Grendon Stone Pitts allotments.
29. Highways and Transport

Matthew Clarke, Traffic Engineer, NCC visited the village to assess the problem of lorries driving down Church Way. He recommended altering the finger signpost on the grass triangle in front of the Crown development to say ‘Village only – Unsuitable for HGV’s’ pointing down Church Way, and to knock some of the destinations of other signs.

Resolved to relocate the sign at the junction of Manor Road/Main Road to the back of verge and put the Castle Ashby & Earls Barton/Cogenhoe signs back to back.

Resolved to remove Castle Ashby/Earls Barton and replace with ‘Village only – unsuitable for HGV’s’ on corner of Church Way, and replace existing sign in opposite corner with new sign removing Easton Maudit.
Cllrs. voted to replace existing finger post with a new finger post on the verge opposite the Crown development with ‘Village only – unsuitable for HGV’s’.  Resolved by a majority decision – 2 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstained.

The Chair met Matthew on July 23rd to discuss erecting warning signs at the Top Lodge Farm entrances.
Chair mentioned the damaged pavement outside George Crawford’s had not been repaired.  Matthew will check what is being done.

30. Playing Field

Allianz have responded with reference to the proposed bicycle track.  They confirm the track would need to be installed by a professional contractor with their own public liability insurance; that the Council obtains advice from RoSPA, the British Cycling Federation or NPFA; that the area is inspected professionally on an annual basis and on a weekly basis by a member of the Council to ensure there are no obvious hazards; that the Council should display a notice to the effect that helmets, elbow and knee pads should be worn; and that the area must be solely for this purpose, or it must be adequately fenced from other activities where the public may be walking.

Providing the Council are solely responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the area, and the foregoing is strictly adhered to, then the Public Liability section of the policy will extend to cover the Council’s legal liabilities and there would be no additional premium.
Many parishioners are against the proposed track.  Even with grants the ongoing responsibility and maintenance would be very costly.  Clerk to contact Alison Paterson asking her to bring comments to the September meeting when the final decision will be made.

31. Twinning

Grendon Twinning Association would only be covered by Grendon Parish Councils insurance if it was a sub-committee of the Parish Council, or if it operated on behalf of the Parish Council.

As a sub-committee, all meetings would need to be open to the public; the accounts must be incorporated in the Parish Council’s Audit; and minutes of the Twinning meetings would need to be incorporated into the Parish Council minutes.

Clerk to write to Ken Hammond with sub-committee information.

32. Community Safety

PC Littleton has given the Clerk notices to put on windscreens of cars parked with wheels up on pavements to warning drivers that parking on kerbs is illegal and dangerous.  He has asked the Clerk to note vehicle registrations.  If car repeatedly continue to park on the kerb, PC Littleton will issue fines.
Cllrs will place notices on the windscreens of illegally parked cars and ask PCSO’s to do regular sweeps through the village.  Clerk to speak to the pub landlord and place notices on the notice board and in the Parish Magazine.

Monthly crime report 

No crimes reported since 21st May

33. Accounts
 
33.1
Annual Return for the year-end 31 March 2007
Cllrs. approved Statement of accounts and annual governance statement.
33.2
Accounts for payment

The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:

Chq. No.
Amount



944

£336.92
Clerks salary & expenses

VAT £2.40

VOID
945

£336.89
Clerks salary & expenses

VAT £2.53

946

£37.61
Anglian Water

Cheque 944 declared VOID.

33.3  
Income

£10
Allotment rent
33.4  
Clerk has submitted a VAT claim for £966.13. 

33.5  
Cllr. Dicks checked the income expenditure book  and clerks expenses
33.6  
Following a recent charities meeting, a cheque needs to be raised for £800 (two  



years Poors Land rent). Cllrs. Agreed.
34. Planning 
32.1 Applications

WP/2008/0356/F – Proposed 2 storey rear extension, single storey front extension, stone cladding to front and internal alterations at 48 Main Road for Mr Charlie Harris.  No observations.
WP/2008/0367/LB – Proposed conversion of existing cattle byre to provide a home office and garden room.  Proposed double car port and garden store.  Repair and reinstatement of existing natural stone wall which is being damaged by a tree which we propose to remove at Greenfield Farmhouse, 20 Church Way for Mrs Lesia Harrod.  
32.2 Decisions - Permission
WP/2007/0759/F – Erection of timber chalet for equestrian worker at Top Lodge for Mr Hope.  The permission expires on 31st may 2013.  At or before this date the building must be removed and the site returned to its former condition.

WP/2008/0128/F – Single storey front, rear and two storey rear extension at 48 Main Road for Mr Harris

WP/2008/0141/LB and 0142/F – Two-storey side extension including alterations to the existing building: replacement of the existing single garage with a double garage in the same location – revised plans at 80 Main Road for Mr Steve Parkin

WP/2008/0199/F – Single storey rear dining room extension.  First floor extension over existing garage to form bedroom. Bay window and porch on front elevation at 2a Blackmile Lane for Mr and Mrs Knuff
WP/2008/0044/F – Two-storey extension and conservatory (re-submission) at 46 Main Road for Mr MacDonald

35. Correspondence Received

WBC
Wellingborough Town Centre Action plan – submission version.  No observations


Tree preservation order (TPO) to protect blue spruce tree at 20 Church Way.

Clerks & Councils Direct
July 2008

Allianz
Letter re: Sub-committees


Response re: Bicycle track around playing field

NCC
Confirmation from maintenance department for funding sign alterations

Bozeat/Earls Barton/Cogenhoe Local liaison Group meeting scheduled for 25th November, 5.30pm at Grendon Village Hall

Transport and Highways – Communicating with our customers

Lesia Harrod
Note to inform Council they have submitted Planning Application

Northampton Town Football Club
Offering ticket voucher in information pack for new residents
NALC
Autumn training programme.  Cllr. Breslin to consider attending Risk Assessment Training.


Update

BDO Stoy Hayward LLP
Reminder to approve accounts by 31st July 2008

36. Items reported
32.1
Reported again the missing 30mph sign at Blackmile lane

32.2
Beech tee requiring cutting back on Yardley Road verge

32.3
Reported concerns of residents about the possible felling of a tree at High Grendon to Felicity Webber
Date of next meeting:
Tuesday 9th September 2008





Wednesday 8th October 2008





Thursday 27th November 2008
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