
Grendon Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 14th July 
2011 at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.
Present
P. Dawes (Chair)   J. Dicks. M. Howell. S. Bailey. I. Denton. 
Apologies for Absence.

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Warrick (work).



Open Forum – N/A
14.  Minutes of meeting held on 15th June 2011 were approved and signed as a true record as 1,2 &3.
15.  Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest.

Councillor


Minute No


Item Interest   










J Dicks



23.1.1




Planning Application
16. 
Planning Application WP/2011/0216/F 41 & 45 Main Rd.
A copy of a letter sent from a parishioner to WBC commenting on the above planning application was passed to the council by Cllr Bailey.








17. Matters arising from previous minutes ( for information only) 
      17.1 Planning Applications
The comments agreed on the three planning applications have all been made to WBC via the website. It was agreed that in future Cllr Bailey would draft the comments for planning applications.


17.2 Budget

A copy of the current year’s budget has been circulated to all councillors.


17.3 Allotments 

Cllr Dawes has been passed the allotment plan, a list of all plot-holders & the waiting list.


17.4 Acceptance of Office & Register of Interests


Both of the above were returned duly signed and completed by all councillors. 

17.5 Empowering Grant
The cheque for £300 for the reconditioned mower for use at the allotments has been received. 
18. Co-opting of Councillors

The applications from Martyn Smith, Jason Ross & Tony Knuff were considered , a vote was taken and all three were elected to the Parish Council. The Clerk to inform the applicants. 
19. Website & Communicating with the village.

The council agreed this was a key issue, Cllr Howell had contacted P. Mooney, regarding the website and it was felt that this needs someone from the council to get involved. Cllr Dawes considered writing to everyone in the village and to collect ‘e’ mail addresses for parishioners, also a list of Parish Councillors as contacts was considered. A welcome pack for new residents was discussed.
Cllr Dicks informed the meeting that there was a publication called “ Moonraker “ which was included in a welcome pack for new residents to the village this was last updated by the WI in 1999.
It was agreed that Cllr Dawes to draft the letter to the parishioners and this point be included in the agenda for the next meeting.
20. Community Safety
      20.1 Monthly Crime Report – May 2011.

1 crime reported, a burglary at the Half Moon.

20.2 Monthly Crime Report – June 2011.

4 crimes , 1 theft from a Motor Vehicle (Sat Nav & Wallet ), 2 Thefts, a caravan and a battery for an electric fence and 1 Assault at Grendon Lakes. 
21. Accounts

      21.1 Income

Precept 1st Instalment - £7,800.


Bank Interest £1.48p


Empowering Grant £300. ( Mower for allotments )

      21.2 Expenditure
      Chq No 

Amount

      1098


£167.69 

EON ( Street Light Maint )   VAT £27.95

1099


£387.42 

Clerks Salary & Expenses ( May & June )


1100


£150.00

HMRC ( Tax on Clerks salary )

      21.3
      Councillor Dicks has checked the accounts with bank statements and approved the Clerk’s expenses.

21.4 Quarterly Financial Review


The update to 30th June was passed to the meeting, very little was different to the annual budget at this stage of the year.

21.5 Audit


The accounts and related documents are now with the external auditors BDO , the following points were raised by the internal auditor.


21.5.1 Section 137 Payments


All section 137 payments should be marked with an asterisk * and the following paragraph included “ Where payment is made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 the Council as satisfied that the benefit is commensurate with the amount “.

21.5.2 Registering as an Employer


Grendon Parish Council must now register as an employer and run a payroll to pay the Parish Clerk , this is a new direction from HMRC and needs to be followed up with some urgency. The Clerk has carried this out.


21.5.3 Risk Assessment 

The current Risk Assessment does not take into account the financial risks of the Council nor the risks faced by the Clerk such as lone working, this should be addressed as a matter of urgency. The Clerk to contact the internal auditor for advice on this matter.


21.5.4 Review of Risk Assessments , Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.


The annual review of Risk Assessments and Insurance arrangements , Standing Orders and Financial Regulations , and should be carried out early in the Financial Year and minuted. This point to be scheduled for the next meeting.


The balance in the Current Account stands at £8,224.75 ( assuming all cheques presented) 
22. Emergency Plan.
To be carried forward to the next meeting.
23. Planning
      23.1 Planning Applications
      23.1.1
      WP/2011/0266/F – Erection of Stable Block- It was understood that these plans had now been withdrawn. 
      23.2 Planning Permission
      23.2.1.
       WP/2011/0068/LB – 81 Main Rd ,Alterations to a dwelling ( Listed Building )

24. Appointment of 3 Trustees for Grendon Charities 

The re-appointment of the 3 Trustees for a further 3 years was discussed , it was agreed that the existing Trustees , Margaret Liddle , Neil Marshman & Father David Spokes be re-appointed.

25. Allotments


Cllr Dawes reported that he had contacted the National Association of Allotments regarding the drafting of a new tenancy agreement , it was £66 to join , Cllr Denton suggested that the Council should find out what is included in this before we join , Cllr Dawes agreed to do this. The question of the cost of water at the allotments was discussed , it was agreed that a better understanding of the water cost was needed and along with the information gained from the National Allotment Association this would be brought up at the next meeting.

26. Speed Camera


Cllr Howell now has the camera and battery , he is awaiting to hear from the police as to the guidelines for using the camera , he suggested it be rotated between both ends of the village. Cllr Howell pointed out the need to purchase 2 padlocks it was agreed he would do this.
27.Village Plan / Questionnaire


Cllr Denton explained there was a village questionnaire done a few years ago regarding the Parish Plan and the Parish Council need to know what the village wants from Parish Council, it would be good to know the results of the previous questionnaire, Cllr Denton to contact Nick Roberts to try and establish the findings.
28. Queens 60th Jubilee


Cllr Dawes said the Parish Council should do something to celebrate this and it would be a good idea to start early as time can quickly move on. Cllr Denton felt that a separate committee in the village which represented all the village interests should be set up , Cllr Denton agreed to co-ordinate this.

29. Any Other Business

29.1 Playing Field


Cllr Howell reported that the annual inspection had not been carried since February 2010, he would organise this asap. The previous inspection identified a number of action points but he would wait until the new inspection had been carried out and assess these. It was hoped that this would be carried out before the next meeting. 


29.2 Parking


Cllr Dicks pointed out that parking was a problem when the cricket field was being used , Cllr Dawes would ‘e’ mail the cricketers regarding this.


29.3 Caravans


Cllr Denton requested that the Clerk look at the plans for the caravan development at Grendon Lakes to identify the scale of the agreed development and report back.     
13.  Correspondence Received
 You Choose 

Public bus service operated by shire Community Transport for Northants villages.
NCC



Modernisation of Northampton Museum
Meeting closed:


9.20pm
Date of next meeting:

Thursday September 8th 7.30pm Grendon Church Rooms.
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