
   Grendon Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Grendon Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 29th April 2010
at Grendon Church Rooms, Main Road, Grendon.

Present
 
R. McLester (Chair)     J. Dicks     J. Goyne     E. Warrick     I. Gillett
Also present
PCSO Natasha Fountain     PCSO Paul Hurst     11 parishioners
Open Forum

WP/2010/0105/F
A large number of residents attended the meeting to object to planning application WP/2010/0105/F.  Issues arising from the proposed application were discussed.  The development would extend beyond the Village Policy Line, and contravenes policy G4 of the Local Plan.  Under policy G4 Grendon is a restricted infill village, and this development is infill and would significantly alter the street scene.  The western part of the proposed dwelling falls within the Conservation Area, and the Design and Access statement made no reference to this.  

The application was considered to seriously affect the number of cars parked on Main Road.  Combined with the issue of increased numbers of vehicles using the same entrance and exit as no. 40 and 40a, along with construction traffic to the site, it will become increasingly dangerous for pedestrians; children walking to and from school and Grendon Hall; and for traffic due to restricted visibility already being an issue along the road.  The number of vehicles in the area has already worsened as the owner of 40a runs a business from his property resulting in additional cars parking along the road.  
Residents discussed issues the village has had with Alex Stevenson in previous applications, and do not trust his judgement with this application.  A large number of villagers will object to the planning application.  If this application is given permission residents believe it will set a dangerous precedent.
Cars parked on Yardley Road
Residents from Yardley Road bought to the attention of the Council the fact that two of their cars had been removed from Yardley Road as abandoned vehicles without any notification.  It is going to cost £350 to have the vehicles released.  They had reported the vehicles as stolen to the police before a neighbour informed them the vehicles had actually been taken away.  They had believed the land outside the houses belonged to them and had been parking untaxed vehicles on it.
WBC had recently confirmed the land on Yardley Road is owned by the Borough Council.  Cllr. Higgins explained that as the land is owned by the Borough Council and is not a private driveway so any vehicles parked along there must be taxed.  She also explained the road will not be resurfaced due to services underneath.

Cllrs. said this is a civil matter.  Cllr. Higgins will ensure residents of Yardley Road receive a letter explaining the Borough Council own the land outside their houses.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Affordable Housing

Residents were concerned that another questionnaire had been sent out and said the Parish Council did not need to consult residents again.  NRHA had surveyed the village two years ago and a need had been identified.  Potential tenants would then have strict criteria applied before being offered a property. 

Some residents were concerned the houses would increase the problem of parking and traffic in the village, and that it should be important to have decent public transport and amenities in areas where affordable homes are to be built.

Overgrown tree on boundary of cemetery and 37 Main Road
The owner of no.37 asked the Council why the tree has not been removed.  The wall is becoming more damaged.  Clerk will contact Felicity Webber.
79. Apologies for absence


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Liddle (work), Cllr. Roberts (work), Cllr. Maddocks (holiday) and Cllr. Breslin (work).
80. Minutes of the Meeting held on held on Thursday 18th March 2010 were approved and signed as a true record as 24, 25 and 26..
81. Members Declaration of Personal and/or Prejudicial Interest 

Councillor


Minute no.

Item
Cllr. Roberts

88.1.1


WP/2010/0105/F

Cllr. Maddocks

88.1.1


WP/2010/0105/F

Cllr. Gillett


82.1


Church Wall

82. Matters arising (for information only)
82.1
Church Wall

The Borough Council assured the Parish Council the tree and church wall were a priority, but work has still not started.  Cllr. McLester raised the issue at Parishes Forum on Wednesday 21st April.  John Holmes cannot repair the wall until the tree has been removed.  Cllr. Higgins will talk to Felicity Webber and the Clerk will write about the holly tree in the church yard and the tree in the cemetery to Felicity Webber.
82.2
Yardley Road Hedge

Cllr. Liddle wrote to the Chief Executive of WBC asking for the hedge and trees on Yardley Road to be trimmed, explaining the problems the Parish Council has experienced with WBC over the last few years.

WBC confirmed the land and boundary hedge outside numbers 2 – 10 Yardley Road is owned by the Council and will be included in the grounds maintenance programme.

The tree opposite no. 8 and hedge will be inspected and any appropriate action considered.  The tree forward of the hedge opposite no. 4 is on the highway, maintained by NCC and has been reported to Street Doctor.

82.3
Parking on Manor Road

The Clerk reported the matter to the SCT, and supplied the car make and registration.  The Police will go and speak to the owner.

A damaged Landover parked on Parsons Close has been reported to the police. Cllr. Warrick to talk to the owner.

82.4
Northamptonshire Local Charter Consultation

The consultation questionnaire was filled in and returned to NALC.  The overall response rate from Parishes was 25%.  Danny Moody will look at all responses and draw up an end of consultation document by mid May, and it will be an agenda item at the Local Councils Conference in June.
82.5
Speed Watch

Speed Watch volunteers have covered a number of sessions using the hand held equipment at different times and locations.  

A new volunteer will receive training on Saturday 1st May, and help during the last week of the project.

Now the project has finished PC McQuaid suggested the team should have a debrief meeting.  Volunteers would like to invite PC McQuaid to the meeting.
82.6
Subsidised Bus Service Contract Review

The Clerk forwarded comments to NCC.  Neil Holland, Transport and Highways, will ensure that they are taken in to account when the service review is undertaken.  A copy of the bus timetable was included in the May Parish Magazine. 
82.7
Overgrown tree on boundary of cemetery and 37 Main Road

The Clerk has submitted a TPO on the tree and is awaiting instruction from Felicity Webber.
82.8
Household Waste Recycling Centre

The Chair wrote to NCC with concerns about a potential increase in fly-tipping once the Wollaston Recycling Centre stops taking black bag waste.

The Parish Council was unaware of any consultation process prior to the decision being taken, and is waiting to hear back from NCC the reasons for the decision, and any response to fly-tipping concerns.
Wollaston Parish Council expressed their disappointment to NCC at the Parishes Forum.  Parishes were consulted over two years ago about changes to household waste, but due to careful wording none of the Parishes responded.  A leaflet will be sent to all households.
82.9
Empowering Councillors
The Clerk has applied for a grant towards the pole on Easton Way and VAS.

83. Allotment

83.1
Allotment Plots

Gary Zboky has resigned from his allotment tenancy.  The Council resolved to give priority to residents of Grendon.  The plot will be offered to Mr Waller.
83.2
Allotment concerns

Simon Andrew has written to the Council concerned about the dog fouling on the allotment.  Cllr. Dicks contacted the Dog Warden requesting signs for the gates.  The Dog Warden contacted the clerk to say a notice should be made to keep dogs and their owners off the allotment.  Cllrs. suggest a notice is put on the notice board.
Mr Andrews is also concerned about the state of the Easton Way gate that has become eroded caused by run off from the road.  Clerk to write to Mr Andrews.
84. VAS

The Council has received an application for a Section 50 licence to permit the Council to place private apparatus on the Highway but the Council will wait until a VAS has been purchased.
85. Playing Field

Savills have written to the Council offering a further 9 year lease with effect from 31st October 2010.  Terms and conditions are likely remain same, but will include a rent review every 3rd year and the Council will be billed for backdated rent.

Cllrs. feel the rent should not be backdated as the Council has paid the invoices it had received.  It was Savills responsibility to have done a rent review.  Rent was £320 in 2004/05 and increased to £370 in 2005/06.  Cllrs. agree with the £30 per annum increase in rent but not to backdated rent.  Clerk to write to Savills.
86. Community Safety

PCSO Natasha Fountain introduced herself to the Council having swopped from Queensway with PCSO Rob Stevens.

She explained that speeding data is not published as a crime but will look into providing some recent results.
86.1
Untaxed vehicles
The police had investigated six untaxed vehicles parked in Yardley Road.  Nos. 2 – 12 have traditionally parked their valid and road worthy vehicles in this area under an arrangement with WBC.  The police deemed the matter to be a civil matter.
86.2
Community Panel Meeting 
The next Community Panel meeting will be held on Thursday 1st July 2010 at 7.30 pm at Wollaston Village Hall.

86.3
Monthly Crime Report – March 2010

1 Criminal damage – window smashed on vehicle

1Theft from motor vehicle – window smashed on vehicle & book searched, nil stolen

YTD number of crimes in Grendon – 27

87. Accounts

87.1
Audit 2009/10

Cllr. Goyne has balanced the accounts, and explained the variances for the audit letter.  He asked the Clerk to ask for an invoice from the PCC for use of the Church Room for meetings.  

87.1
Clerks appraisal

At the Clerks appraisal on 19th April 2010, the Chair and Cllr. Dicks recommend the Clerk move up one increment to SCP22 from 1st May 2010 (equivalent to an extra £7.71 per month/£95.52 per year)
They recommended the Clerk should request training in Archiving; another CiLCA refresher course as the Clerk could not attend last years; and to check voice mail regularly.

87.2
NCALC Membership and Internal Audit Service

Cllrs resolved to pay for membership subscription to NCALC for 2011 and Internal Audit Service for year ending 31 March 2011.

87.3
Insurance

The Council resolved to pay the Insurance renewal of £1,102.12 for 2010/11

87.4
Income

£15

Allotment rent – Gaynor Catenach

£45

Allotment rent – Mary Walker
£15

Allotment rent – Diane Phillips

£15

Allotment rent – Kay Breslin

£30

Allotment rent – Simon Andrews
87.5
Accounts for payment
The accounts for payment were circulated in the agenda and it was resolved that payments be made as listed hereunder:
Chq. No.
Amount


1031


£331.19

Clerks salary and expenses



VAT £2.90

1032


£32.22


Anglian Water

1033


£150


Grendon Twinning Association

1034


£150


Grendon Pre-School

1035


£150


Grendon St. Marys PCC

1036


£150


1st Grendon St. Marys
Rainbows

1037


£150


Grendon Age Concern

1038


£150


1st Grendon St. Marys Brownies

1039


£504.15

E.ON









VAT £75.09

1040


£272.93

NCALC membership and Internal Audit Service

1041


£310.73

Clerks salary and expenses

1042


£150


Wollaston Community First Responders

88. Planning
88.1
Planning Applications
88.1.1
WP/2010/0105/F – Erection of a single dwelling house at 40a Main Road for Mr and Mrs T Vincent.  Grendon Parish Council will object to the application in line with objecting to similar applications.  The application contravenes policy G4 of the Local Plan; vehicles from 3 dwellings would be using the same driveway, exiting onto the highway where there is restricted visibility; and it would set a dangerous precedent for anyone in the village who wishes to build a property in their garden.

88.1.2
WP/2010/0154/F – First floor & side extension and ground floor garage at 10 Sharplands for Mr Christopher Peck. No observations.
89. Correspondence Received
NCC

You Choose campaign to ensure local people are involved in Council changes.  

Self purchase VAS scheme
Application for Section 50 licence to place private equipment on the Highway

WBC
Hedge and trees – Yardley Road.  WBC Property Service has confirmed the land is owned by the Council and will be included in the maintenance programme

Master Composting Scheme
Training available.

Chairs invitation to WBC AGM and Wellingborough Civic Service 

Letter from Simon Andrews re: dog fouling on the allotment and gate area on Easton Way is

eroded.

NPFA

AGM – 16th June 2010, 4.15pm at Chesford Bridge, Kenilworth

Annual review 2009

MGSWP
Parish Enhancement Gangs will be operative from early may.  If Parish Council has any works which require carrying to out e-mail the Community Steward

NALC

Update March/April 2010

NCALC 
Events diary

Reduce
Project Reduce - find cleaner and more economical ways of dealing with black bag waste

ACRE
Best Village Competition 2010

Wildlife Conservation Competition - Churchyard of the Year

Meeting closed:


10.08pm

Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 25th May 2010 (AGM)
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