Grendon Parish Council
Annual Report year ending 31st March 2009
Planning

A new Act came onto force October 2009 and covers all areas of building work, particularly new rules for driveways.  It is important that residents contact the Planning Office to be sure that any intended works come under the new legislation.

Parking

There are ‘speeding zone’ signs up and speeding controls have been undertaken by P.C.S.O.s and police officers during the last year, as well as villagers.  Tickets and points have been issued by the police.

Housing needs survey

Questionnaires were given out and the results are now in.  Under the criteria used three potential needs have been identified and Parish Councillors are to go on a village walk to look at potential land outside the village boundary.

Village Signage

New signs have been completed in Church Way.

Parking

Parking on footpaths has significantly reduced due to Police Warning tickets.  Residents have been asked to inform private business and sporting visitors to abide by this.

Highways

As last the mud slides in Chequers Lane have been dealt with.  The bank has been cut back in order to keep mud off the road and the drains clear.

Chapel

The Union Chapel has now closed and it has been passed to the Baptist Union.  Grendon Nursery Playgroup has now arranged a lease and has obtained grants to enable them to run playgroup in the Chapel building.
Parish Paths

Trevor Higgs, Footpath Warden, has asked Mr Bowers at Doddington to mark TF1 that goes from the churchyard, behind Grendon hall and across the field with the pylon to Hall Farm.  All the parish paths, except TF10 are clear.  TF10 has been a subject of dispute for a number of years.  The line on the definitive footpath map shows the path passing south of a fence separating two properties on Station Road from John Hopes field.  The line of the path remains unclear.  TF10 was recently walked by a parishioner and was almost impassable in three places.  
Sand and Gravel
Grendon is almost surrounded by past, existing or potential sites for mineral extraction, so an important Council role is to monitor activities and properly review and respond to plans.  The Parish Council is also an active member of a local liaison group involving the County Council, Hansons (the main local extractors) and other villages. 
Our main concerns are; the environmental impact of current extractions e.g. noise, dust and visual appearance; the impact on our roads, and how the land is restored after extraction. Generally we feel that the approach of the extractors is far more favourable towards local residents and the environment than it has been in the past, but this is almost certainly due to local pressure. 
At present our main points of concern are: the traffic and the state of the road when wet, in the area where the road crosses the river towards the A45 and Earls Barton; and the extraction planned in the area between the Cogenhoe Road, Station Road and the River Nene over the next ten years.

Finances

One of the main duties of any Parish Council is to raise taxes in order to pay for the essential services it is responsible for.  In Grendon’s case we asked for £12,000, an amount paid by parishioners as part of their council tax, and which amounts to approximately £55 per household.  

Detailed accounts are available for view, but in approximate terms:

· The street lighting (electricity and maintenance) and the regular maintenance of the playing field and cemetery (mainly grass and hedge cutting, but also children’s play equipment repairs, maintenance and inspection) cost a total of £4,700. 
· We also paid £950 for our public liability insurance, while the cost of running the Council, which includes the clerk’s salary, cost £4,400. 
· The Council also passed on small grants to three village organisations that requested them totalling £450. 
In all these costs, over which the Council have limited discretion, totalled approximately £10,500.

· On top of  this the Council spent the following on what are one-off projects; 
· £2000 for the new village “gateways”
· £800 (net of a £400 grant from our County Councillor) for continuing improvements to the allotment area 
· £200 for a replacement street lamp.

Whilst in total our expenditure exceeded our income this was within our plans and with the Council holding over £12,000 in reserve our finances are robust.
Charities
The 3 charities were established to provide where possible assistance and support to people resident in Grendon. Notices are regularly placed in the Parish magazine inviting individuals and voluntary groups within the village to apply.

The Parish Council also has a representative on the Village Hall Committee

